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Abstract:

The ancient Arabs practiced arbitration long ago, as described by Al-Ya’qubi: “In
ancient times, the Arabs had judges to whom they would refer in their affairs and
disputes concerning their arguments, marriages, inheritances, water rights, and blood
feuds, because there was no religion with specific laws to follow. Therefore, they ap-
pointed people of honor, truthfulness, trustworthiness, leadership, age, glory, wisdom,
and experience as arbitrators.” Consequently, those who were judged by these arbitra-
tors would comply and execute the arbitration decision under the influence of moral
authority, custom and tradition, or public opinion, or out of fear of the consequences
of conflict. There are numerous examples of resorting to arbitration among the Arabs,
whether to determine the best in poetry and prose, in case of debates between them,

or in disputes.

Keywords: Legitimacy, Arbitration, Electronic
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