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The social and political dimensions of the border disputes between
Libya and Chad

Dr. Hadi Jabbar Hassoun
University of Samarra/ Faculty of Arts

Abstract

Despite the social and religious spread of the Arab tribes in Chad,
the French occupation became hostile to them when the Senussi
movement emerged in 1900 in confronting the French presence in Chad
and trying to undermine its presence there. However, the capabilities and
ambitions of the French in Chad were greater and broader in scope than
the vision of the Senussi movement and its combat capabilities. Indeed,
the military position was decided in favor of the French in 1913, when
French forces displaced the forces of the Senussi movement into Libyan
territory and dominated the border areas separating the two countries in
Yorko, Aydi and Tibesti, and retained them despite their ceding of those
areas in the Mussolini-Laval agreement in 1935, which It was not ratified
by the Italians, and when the Libyan government gained independence at
the end of 1951, it sought to regulate the relationship with the French
administration in the Fezzan region, so an agreement was concluded in
1955, to ensure the withdrawal of French forces from Libyan lands and
the demarcation of borders with neighboring countries, especially Chad,
which was under occupation. France retained the border strip separating
both countries, and the Libyan government was not able to keep up with
the French in this unfair settlement, which remained the subject of
controversy and conflict that extended for many years between the
Libyans and Chadians regarding the ownership of those disputed areas.

Keywords: Tribes, Libya, Chad, Senussi movement, France.
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