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ABSTRUCT

Case is a universal grammatical concept that can be found in all
languages, but it is realized differently. In English,it is the structural
position of the noun phrase (NP) that determines the case, whereas in
Modern Standard Arabic case is realized morphologically. This paper
deals with the identification of the three types of cases, including
Nominative, Accusative, and Genitive in Arabic NPs in some selected
Iragi quatrains, depending on the position of each noun within a sentence.
Furthermore, the current investigation aims at presenting theoretical
information about Filmore's Case theory and showing how the case can be
assigned to NPs of Arabic language structures represented by some Iraqi
quatrains "Abuthiyat". To achieve the aims above, it is hypothesized that
despite the difficulties of reading the Quatrains "Abuthiyat™ in the Iraqi
dialect regarding the disappearance of case markers "harakat” on which
case theory depends and word order, the three types of cases (nominative,
causative, and genitive) can be identified depending on parsing strategy
and even the meaning of Arabic words and sentences. Finally, the
investigation ends with a conclusion that all types of cases can be found in
the selected Iraqi quatrains. Each case type is identified according to the
function of the noun phrase within each line of the quatrain.
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1.Introduction

A grammatical category having a value that specifies the grammatical function of a
noun, pronoun, adjective, participle, or numeral in a phrase, clause, or sentence is
known as a case. The case determines the inflected form of nouns, pronouns,
adjectives, determiners, participles, prepositions, numerals, articles, and their
modifiers in several languages. Despite losing much of its case system, English
still possesses three cases that are condensed versions of the nominative,
accusative, and genitive cases. The case has been described formally as "a system
of marking dependent nouns for the type of relationship they bear to their heads."
Case theory is concerned with a unique quality that all noun phrases are supposed
to possess. If they lack this property, the statement containing the phrase will be
grammatically incorrect. Case can be found in the grammar of all languages since
each NP should be assigned a case; the difference between languages is in the type
of case and whether it is morphologically assigned or can be detected from the NPs
positions within the sentences. In English, the case can be identified according to
the NPs position in the sentences. In contrast, in the Arabic language, the case is

assigned morphologically since the affixes (suffixes), which are called "harakat"
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determine the type of case. This study concentrates on identifying the three types

of cases in the Iragi Arabic language (i.e., nominative, accusative, genitive) in
some selected Iragi quatrains depending on the position of words within sentences
since colloquial Arabic and especially poetry of colloquial Iraqgi is not assigned by

case markers.
2.Case in English

Case theory is a linguistic theory that emphasizes the significance of various
aspects of a phrase (i.e., sentence structure). It recognizes the grammaticality of a
sentence and identifies the constituents and elements used in a particular form.
Case grammar was devised in the 1960s by American linguist Charles J. Fillmore,
who saw it as a substantive modification to the theory of grammatical or
inflectional  classification of nouns and  pronouns (Ye, 2015,

p.122).transformational grammar. Case is a prominent attribute and a

The feature of a sentence is determined by its purpose. This linguistic methodology
is used to analyse the grammatical classifications of words or their corresponding
phrases with the intention to their syntactic roles in about other constituents within
a sentence. Examples of such categories include verbs, prepositions, and nouns.
For instance, the pronoun "I can be identified as a first-person singular pronoun in
the nominative case, and it fulfills the role of a subject by appearing before a verb.
On the other hand, the pronoun "me" can be classified as an accusative case
pronoun and serves as an object by appearing after a verb (lgaab and Al-
Manhalawey, 2020, p. 1). The term "case" pertains to a grammatical feature found
in nouns and pronouns, whereby it serves as a marker or suffix indicating the
word's grammatical relationship or function within a sentence. This term pertains
to the genitive case. It is said that the case of nouns is a crucial aspect of their

definition and classification. It was the most grammatically distinct category of
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classical inflexion. It has no analogue in the disciplines of logic, epistemology, or

metaphysics (Lyons, 1979, p. 289).

Furthermore, the case system should have the fewest number of cases that are
sufficient for the categorization of all verbs in a language. Furthermore, the case
system should be global, which means that it should be usable in all languages

(Cook, 1989, p.8-10). In English, there are six primary sorts of common cases:

1- Nominative Case
Because all other cases flow from the nominative case, it is used to name things
and people (Dinneen, 1967, p.116). The case theory proposed by Chomsky in 1981
states that "NPs are assigned case if and only if they occur in particular locations in
the sentence. Particularly, the specifier of finite T is allocated the nominative case
(Carnie, 2001, p. 232). The subject is in the nominative case, which is one of its
morphosyntactic properties. The subject or deputy-agent case is the nominative

case, for instance;

-The chairs were sold yesterday. (Miller, 2002, p. 93)

2- Accusative Case
An accusative noun is a verb's object. The word order indicates the case because
the word is unmarked. The word form is the same whether the noun is a verb's
object or other sentence elements. Because of this, linguists emphasize that terms
such as 'accusative' can be misleading (Crystal, 2003, p. 6). A requirement that
may be added to the definition of direct objects is the accusative case (Miller,
2002, p. 95). As an object case, the accusative is practically universally employed
in all languages (Onions, 1971, p.85). The accusative word refers to a causative
case and is derived from an old mistranslation of the Greek word. It serves as the

transitive verbs' object. Many of these objects relate to items or people that the
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verb's action affects (Robin, 1965, p. 292). The main ways to use the accusative

case are:

1. The object of transitive verbs, for instance,
- They murdered the Kking.
2- The object of prepositions, for instance;
- all the world over (instead of "over all the world")
3- An adverbial phrase that describes the relationship of time, place,
measure, or way, with or without a word, for instance;
- The river is a mile broad just here (The river is higher by two feet).
(Onions, 1971, pp. 12, 95).
The object, in traditional grammar, is an entity to which the subject applies the
predicate, and the complement identifies a nominal or adjectival group that refers
to or describes the subject (Betti, 2020, p. 187). The linear sequence is essential for

classifying the type of case:

- Jennifer swatted Steve. ("Steve" is the object)
- Steve swatted Jennifer. ("Jennifer” represents the object, and they are in the
accusative cases).
The forms of these two names in nominative cases are identical, but their
positions are distinct (Carnie, 2001, p. 231).
There is a new accusative case in modern English termed "accusative of
description.” It is made up of an adjective equivalent that describes something
about the item, like its size, shape, age, price, or job. With the noun, which is the

expression's original form, the preposition "of" may be used instead:

- Jennifer swatted Steve. ("Steve" is the object)
- The towers were the same height.

- What price is that article?
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- What age is she? She might be any age (or anything) between twenty and

thirty.
-The earth is the shape of an orange (it is orange-shaped) (Onions, 1971, pp.
10,87).

3- Dative Case

In languages with extensive case systems, the dative case conveys an indirect
object relationship and identifies the experiencer subjects. It is demonstrated that in
classical transformational grammar, such di-transitive constructions are associated
with the dative movement transformation. An ethical dative (ethic dative or dative
of benefit) denotes a person who has a special interest in an activity. The dative
case is the animate creature that is influenced by the verb's status or activity
(Crystal, 2003, p. 123). Tallerman (2008) claims that there is little reason to
differentiate an indirect object from any other object. He continues, "The double
object construction™ refers to how the receiver noun phrase seems to be a direct
object. The recipient has a similar structure to that of any object and is positioned
iImmediately before the verb. The main purpose of the dative case is to designate

the recipient of any given or transferred entity. (p. 180) As an example,

-He gave a book to Mary. (Mary is the one who receives the action of

giving. The preposition "to" is used in this context)

(Matthews, 2007, p.91).

4- Vocative Case
When speaking to one or more people, the vocative is employed to draw their
attention. It is an optional noun phrase that may be used at the beginning, middle,
or end of a sentence.Usually, it is connected to a particular intonation at the start or
finish of the statement. To distinguish the vocative phrase from the sentence in
spelling, use a comma. The vocative is distinguished from other cases since it
serves no purpose inside the sentence (i.e., it does not designate a specific element
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in the phrase as the nominative does)(Palmer, 1978, p. 96). The vocative has a long

history and is distinguished by the use of the archaic "O" as a vocative particle

when summoning someone or attracting his/her attention, for instance:
- We beseech thee, O Lord.
In the English language, a noun is used in the following manner:
- Bill, where are you? (in initial position)
- It's a lovely day, Mrs Johnson .(in final position)

- And you, my friends, will have to work harder (in the medical position)
(Matthews, 2007, p. 429)

5- Ablative Case
The ablative case is the form of a noun phrase that denotes the source of a
movement away from particular places, whether it be a noun or a pronoun. Crystal
(2003) shows how the following prepositions can be used to describe this idea: by,
from, and with (p.2). Palmer (1978) also says that the ablative can be used with
prepositions that mean "from™ (p. 96). The word "ablative" is derived from a Latin

word that means "taking away," (Miller, 2002, p. 105). For example,

- He departed from the city (Robins, 1965, p. 282).

- He did it with his hand (Crystal, 2003, p. 2).

- He left Rome(the meaning implies "from") (Mathews, 2007, p. 1).
6. Genitive Case

To convey grammatical connections (i.e., to identify nouns or noun phrases that are
dependent on other nouns), noun phrases often take the form of a single noun or a

pronoun in the genitive case. The apostrophe and s are often used to signify a

864


https://lark.uowasit.edu.iq/index.php/lark/manageIssues
https://lark.uowasit.edu.iq/index.php/lark/manageIssues

Lark Journal 2024/4/1 1z(2) 2= (16) sl
possessive relation or other closely related relationship. The phrase

of
construction” is another way to convey the genitive case. Also known as the post-
modifying genitive. Only the adjectival form of the genitive remains in use. It
means "belong to" or "connected with". The possessive genitive is the most

frequent form. It may be utilized:

1- Attributively, for instance,

- which is the doctor's house?
2- Predicatively, it is equivalent to a predicative adjective; for example,
- This house is the doctor's.

3- In some instances, there exists many possessives inside a phrase, with one

possessive being reliant on the other.
- My father's brother's daughter (Onions, 1971, pp. 88-9).
3. Case in Arabic

Arabic is a Semitic language with a varied word order and a complex
morphology. The basis of Arabic morphology is the patterns and roots from which
words are generated. In addition, Arabic is a clitic-directed language. Clitic and
affixes are often added to Arabic words. Affixes are inflectional indicators for
tense, gender, and number. At the same time, clitics are morphemes that have a
syntactic feature of a word but are morphologically tied to other words,e.g. (L)
we wrote, (<€) | write()siS)they wrote (Mobubaiddin et. al, 2013, p.3).

Habash et. al. (2007) pp.1085-87) distinguish between two kinds of clauses:
verbal clauses(®:l=é J«a) and nominal clauses (A Jsa). Verbal clauses are those
that begin with verbs, including copula initial clauses like (0S) kan and her sisters.

Nominal clauses begin with a nominal element (Ix) followed by a predicate or a
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complement(,2), which is either a verbal clause, a nominal predicate or a

prepositional predicate (pp.1085-87).

The concept of Case assignment is universal as demonstrated that unlike
number and gender, which are inherent categories of nouns, the Case of a noun is
determined by its use in a sentence. He added that the contrast between one Case
and another is normally expressed explicitly in the morphology of the language.
Thus, English has the boy: the boy's only while Arabic recognizes three Cases
(Ul @8l uaill) | Cases are essential in Arabic grammar because they normally
identify grammatical function, they identify the subject (agent) from the

object(goal ), as in the following examples:

- el Ja M ISV (the man ate the fish)
“Ja )l Eeddl 81 (the man ate the fish)

- Ja M &l I (the fish ate the man)
- <l da I JS) - (the fish ate the man)

(Aziz, 1989, p.126)

Habash et al (2007, p.1084-1092) confirmed that in modern standard Arabic
(MSA) , all nouns and adjectives have one of three cases:nominative (NOM) ,
Accusative (Acc), or, genetic (GEN). These three cases are discussed in detail as

followos:
1. Subjective or Nominative Case (NOM) ( 4:lelal))

It is the most important form of case since it may be employed without the
usage of accusative or genitive cases. It is termed alrafi9 because the speaker raises
his or her lower jaw upward when pronouncing the nominative word. His/her two
lips are also linked. For example: < X 3(Zaid is going ahead). Nouns that serve as
the sentence's focus are said to be in the nominative case. In contrast to accusative
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nouns, as evidenced by the preceding example, it is impossible to delete " Zaidun

or munTaligun" from the sentence without altering its meaning (Al-BaSri, 1991,
p.29). The subjective case is also called nominative case, which is marked by the

affix (“«zll) —u or —un .1t is the case that is assigned to the following NPs:
The subject : e <L (Ali has come)

- The subject of the passive (Jeldll (i)

Uk &ay(the house has been sold)s

- The subject and the predicate of a nominal clause () 5 1xisll)
o e (Aliis a teacher)

- The subject of (¢S)and its sisters s =~al)
(s [ paals Canhall IS
(the doctor was present)
- The predicate of (&) and its sisters
- diga Jall dal (perhaps the man is an engineer)
- The subject of W

Lald & 5 W(Zaid is not going)

(Aziz,1989, p.129)

The substitute of subject (the subject of the passive sentence)
s 53 (e (51l g 23(the soldier was deceived (by the enemy)
(Alantaki, 2012, p.69)
2. Objective or the accusative Case(ACC) (& sziall)

The complement case without a preposition is known as the accusative case.lt

Is known as alnaSub when the speaker opens his or her lips and moves their jaws
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apart to pronounce an accusative word. For instance, I ee 45 & _pa(Zaid hit Omar)

(Al-BasSri, 1991, p.29). As with Habash et. al. (2007), the objective is also called
accusative case. This case is marked by the affix («~34ll) —a or — an.lt is the case that

Is assigned to the following NPs:

- The object LS Aeal i€ (Ahmad wrote a book)
- The cognate object (GBlaall J s2idll)
lavie YU 1,58 (they fought bitterly)

- Adverbs of time and place

3- L& Lgadl (we turned westward)

- Construction of exception (sLiiuY),e.g.

125 ) &l el (the students came except Zaid )

- Object of association (4= Js2idll)

el s & (1 walked along the river)

- An indefinite vocative or a vocative in construct to another noun

=l s Ly(some man, help me), ¢l Calia (O proprietor of the hotel)

- The object of specification (Jwill)
L 4l ) J=321( his head was covered with grey hairs)

- The object of purpose( 4aY J sxidll)
4- AL 81 el (] said that to doyou honor)

- The predicate of (0\S)and her sisters

Taaali 3y 3 (S(zaid was a student)
The subject of (&)and her sisters

asa Ty )(Zaid is certainly wise)
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(Habash et. al., 2007, p.1087-88),

3. Genitive Case (GEN)( ol 5 aslayl)

Nouns that follow a preposition or have the sense of "addition" are placed in
the genitive case. The genitive is used in this way because it represents addition or
annexation. The prepositions relate what comes before them to the speech that
comes before the prepositions, as in: 2 <, » (1 passed by Zaid)( Al-BaSri, 1991,

p.29). The genitive case has two main uses :

- The first, which is similar to the English possessive called (4! —iladll) the
noun in the construct
2 ) GlS(Zaid's book) G2k 4 (the end of the road)

- The second use is after preposition (Ll auY)
cudl S8 Al (my brother is in the house)

(Habash et. al., 2007, pp.1088-89),
4. Methodology

Arabic and English are two different languages in many respects; one of them
IS in the syntactic structure of both languages. Case is an aspect of grammar that is
found in all languages. Thus, it is a universal concept, still its types and its
assignment linguistic structures differ from one to another. So case in Arabic is
different from that in English. In English, to assign the case to noun phrases
depends on the word of sentences. Arabic case is morphologically marked. Still,
these morphological markers (Harakat), i.e.(,alls «ccuaill cad )ll)  can mark not only

nouns but also adverbs, verbs, and pronouns.

In addition to that,a quatrain is a verse with four lines having a specific theme.

The meter of the chosen Iragi quatrain (Abuthyat) is called 'w afir sea’ (&'l )~),
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in which each quatrain consists of four lines with united rhyme , alliterated verbal,

different meanings, and the last line ends with (h) sound. It is based on harmony
and rhetoric science, where correct constructions, verbal harmony, smooth flair,
strength in meaning and strength in expressing ideas are required. The tone of
these quatrains is known as ‘al-husja’ (>-=1), which is the slang for southern Iraq
. Sometimes. It is hard for a non- followers to know their meanings to dissolve
their symbols; this study is based on applying Case Theory to the Arabic language
in general and Iragi colloquial in particular by identifying the three types of Arabic
cases in some poetry structures represented by some selected Iraqi
quatrains(Abuthiyat) taken from Al-batat (2007), 'Tarnimat.. Ma Bain Djla wa
Alfurat’, which is prepared by Iraqi writer Talib Al-battat.

5. Data Aalysis and Discussion

The researcher follows several teps in identifying the case types; they are as

follows:

1. Some lIragi quatrains are selected randomly from a book called (Tarnimat..
Ma Bain Djla wa Alfurat).
2. The parsing strategy of the Arabic language is used to find out the cases.
3. The nouns that are found in each line of the quatrain, their transliteration,
case, and syntactic function are shown in tables.
The following quatrains are analyzed and all nouns are assigned cases accordingly

as shown in each table:
hall 5 050 alidill 4 i
cuball 5 LY e dgall G
ka5 gl o i (il 7 5

Ao KI5 i dla ja al
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Guball 5 o 99 galdill 4 ik

Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
b tabi’ NOM Subject(1xix)
bl Altasamuh GEN The noun in contrast
(43l) Calias)
bl Al tib GEN Noun after conjunction
(cn\.uﬂ\ 6&: &JJL:.A ?’“‘)
cuball 5 LY (e 2 gl Cana )
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
25l Aljid ACC Object
BN Alanab GEN After Preposition(Lsss aul)
uball Al tib GEN Noun after conju
nction
(O e Cislane o)
ke g gl oy il 7 5
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
ToA Jrah NOM Subject
ol Alnas GEN Noun in contrast(4sl —slac)
g Lo Bsaa’ GEN Object of preposition
(L2 pul)

! The symboles of transliteration are retrieved from: http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/romanization/arabic.pdf
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o GlS) s dla o (ad

Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
dla Jarhak NOM Subject (1xix)
S Yakhuys ACC Vocative in contrast to another
noun(slalie)
danl 5 aiall (e pd ) el
danl 5 oY Om Gl Jie
A g JA:J‘ o\)] L_\;LL o~
dand) 5 28al) (o xd ) Ll
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
el altasamuh NOM Subject(lxiw)
Siall (ye Min al-higid GEN Object of preposition (Dsae pual)
Aanl 5 o2 )Y Gn Gl Jin g
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
Al Alfariq GEN Noun of contrast(d s) 4l <slax)
o=y Alardh GEN Noun of contrast(ob 43l <iliias)
aanl(+5) Ismih NOM Noun after conjunction e s shaza aul)
(=LY
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Al E) J..\id\ c\;j ‘._u.k A

Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
Ll alghadir NOM Subject
aanl(+3) Ismih NOM Noun after conjunction e s shaza aul)
(=Y
48 ) dadia 4l A&l
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
Zaoull biltar Ikh GEN Object of preposition(L.ssss sul)
dadn safha NOM Subject(a 3 1xis)
JLQ—'NL’ cael Da > Cuac
DVl (red (g all S Jia )
DIl 45 gaay Jlll 3IS
L agw S ol [3a s/
JL@—\‘}“J el Da =3P Cuac
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
>0 rUhI NOM Subject
BIPEp¥ bilanhar GEN Object of preposition(Lsos= axl)

S re 3 S e
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Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
(7 Dama’ | NOM Subject( A s« 1xiw)
Ol almazan GEN
Noun of contrast(4d) —slas)
BN Bilanhar GEN Object of preposition_( s axl)
DL 43 s il DS
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
RS kal am NOM Subject(—ibas s 5 xi)
Jatl Alayl GEN Noun of contrast(«l —lax)
BN Bilanhar GEN Object of preposition(Ls_a= axl)
danw pgn OS2 Jal
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
Jal Ahal NOM Subject(—ibias sa 5 lxise)
Sl Alwakit GEN Noun of contrast(+ll L)
FURY Fihum GEN Object of preposition_ s au)
A Sajyah ACC Object (4 Js2i0)

sl i) 33 (e adaa
sl 35 S ) i e
ey dslae L el sl oy )
aiall (bl Sl 5~ 8
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glall 5 Giaadl 23 (e alia

Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
JROR s Ayim NOM Subject(lxis)
2l e a’an lathith GEN Object of preposition_.s_ss au)
) Ala’ysh GEN Noun of contrastad! —ilax)
Ll Walmay ACC Noun after conjunction e < ghza aul)
(il
glall 531y S lS) b e
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
Sl g e a’ala frakak GEN Object of preposition( Ls_se aul)
RS Kalbi NOM Subject( s 3« 1xiw)
gllls Walmay GEN Noun of contras t( 4l <L)
gl s Jsdaa bialh s o )
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
Jslae by y amadlUl ACC Vocative in contrast to another
noun(3lalic)
Aall g Ll S 5~
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
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gL albar I ACC Object pronoun(4: Js=)
Al Lilmenyah GEN Noun of contras t( 4l —iliax)
Sl dYAlL el e
(_f\}d‘)ﬂlijd}.hd\ Lf\,jd@_)
Sl oo dl gl il
dae gl G Y s
@) sd VAL aell cugl
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
BVl alhajir GEN Noun of contras t( 4l —lx)
JYalL bildlal GEN Object of preposition( s aul)
Sz da gall b
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
bl Yatabib ACC Vocative in contrast to another
nounslalic)
T jr Uh ACC Object pronoun(4: J sxix)
4 s oo oYl cla
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
b tab Ib NOM Subject(lxiw)
oY) Alinis GEN Noun of contras t( 4l <lax)
Sl oe a’an dway GEN Object of preposition( Lo awl)
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Dadls JIAY) Sama b agd
Sl s il 5 ol S
BIENP LA“ &l LﬁPb e M

doaadl 5 adis pall y 5

Sl DI el pet

Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
ey Yamu’jiz ACC Vocative in contrast to another
nounslalic)
JasYyl Alanthal GEN Noun of contras t( 4l sluax)
BIENIIP Waljar ACC Noun after conjunction e < ghza aul)
(JxY)
a5 zliadl 5 caall o S
Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
o Bkaram GEN Object of preposition( s axul)
aall Althaif GEN Noun of contras t( 4l —lax)
glaall Walmubht aj ACC Noun after conjunction
(Gl o Cashars aul)
BENP Waljar ACC Noun after conjunction

Jadly e @yl 5l (el
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Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
e NOM Object of preposition( s ~u!)
sl y akh oy ACC Noun of contras t( 4l —iliax)
3yl algh tra ACC Object pronoun(4: J s=)
daall Alhayma ACC Noun after conjunction

(5l e Cashra aul)
Agandl 5 a3 el )

Arabic Noun Transliteration Case Syntactic Function
3_uall algh ira ACC Object pronoun(4: J i)
daaal) Alhayma ACC Noun after conjunction

(il e Cishna o)

Gc\‘)goJS‘)z_&a_uS\Agﬂ

Gc\ﬁLQJSJMZuJS\Jg)I
=or I A e leamy

) el S 138 yai

Arabic Noun Transliteration ||Case Syntactic Function
PO Sh;ir ACC Object pronoun(4: Jsxis)
(=0 )= yara’i ACC Vocative in contrast to another
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nounslalic)
S A AR e le g
Arabic Noun Transliteration ||{Case Syntactic Function
Jils (g min khalil GEN Object of preposition( s sl
@) n a5 aiall axis
Arabic Noun Transliteration ||{Case Syntactic Function
il Lilghanam GEN Object of preposition( s aul)
(=" L)) Yara’i ACC Vocative in contrast to another
nounslalic)
L praal S 138 el
Arabic Noun Transliteration ||Case Syntactic Function
BN Nimir NOM Subject(lxiw)

According to an analysis of case categories in the under investigation Iraqi
quatrains, it is evident that the Arabic case differs from the English case. In
English, the case plays a significant role in the definition and classification of

nouns and pronouns. To assign the case to noun phrases depends on the word
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sequence in sentences, whereas in Arabic, the case is morphologically marked.

Still these morphological markers (Harakat) i.e.(Ualls «ccuaill <28 50)) - can mark not
only nouns but also adverbs, verbs, and pronouns. Although these markers have
disappeared in Iragi colloquial poetry, especially the quatrains, depending on the
parsing structure of sentences, the part of speech according to its position and
occurrence in the sentences are identified. As a result, the position is an important
aspect in identifying the sorts of cases. As it is shown in data analysis, all types of
cases can be found in the selected Iragi quatrains. Each case type is identified
according to the function of the noun phrase within each line of the quatrain.
Concerning the nominative case, it takes the position of a subject. For example,
NPs are represented as a subject as "4 )52 o= 0«¥) k" in which the NP "tab
Ib" represents a subject. Moreover, NPs that are considered genitive cases, as in "
= ol 5 all 4" the word " Lilghanam™ represents an object of a preposition.
Finally, NPs that are referred to as accusative cases as in "_tall s JAY) jaxa b agl
the NP " Yamu’jiz" represents Vocative in contrast to another noun. Consequently,
Arabic word order is flexible due to its case-marking system, which indicates

elements' grammatical functions wherever they are in a sequence.
6. Conclusion

After identifying the three cases of noun phrases in 8 Iragi quatrains, the researcher
concludes that all noun phrases in those quatrains are assigned cases: Nominative,
Accusative, and Genitive. These cases are identified depending on their position in
the sentence rather than according to case markers assigned to the colloquial
Arabic and especially to the poetry of colloquial Iragi. This proves the validity of
the study hypothesis that despite the difficulties of reading the Quatrains
"Abuthiyat” in the Iragi dialect regarding the disappearance of case markers
"harakat™ on which case theory depends and word order, the three types of cases
(nominative, causative, and genitive) can be identified depending on parsing
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strategy and even the meaning of Arabic words and sentences. In light of the

implications above, a further study is recommended to compare between cases in
English and Arabic poetry. Further studies should be done to analyze the types of
cases in spoken contexts so as to urther insights into the effectiveness of syntactic

functions.
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