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1. Introduction

Workers form a maor base in the Ancient Iraqi
economy;availability manpower is one of the fundamentals
in the economy of Mesopotamia. Cuneiform texts have
provided us with information about workers and their types
and wages. In this article we will talk about the construction
worker.

This article is devoted to builders, This cuneiform text is one
of the collection of the Iraq museum bearing the IM-
160420;Its complete tablet deals with expenditure (zi-ga) of
(guru’)) builders from severa cities dated to the reign of
(“Cu-sin) the fourth king of Urlll Dynasty ( six year).

| thank Dr.Nawala AL-Mutawalli in University of Baghdad,
College of Artsfor her remarks.

2. Trandliteration and Commentary
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Iraqg Museum No.:IM-
160420
Excavation No.
confiscated
Measurement:7.2x4.8x2
A4

Obv.

1. 3 gurul! [idim

L - tu-I00 -um®

1 gurul] [idim

Lu dlJ-ma-at-kll-bu-

umkl

5.2 gurull Uidim
L i-z0- in-Cr-ra
2 gurul! [idim

L] [-si-in 4

3 gurul! Uidim Crad -[-

Object:Clay Tablet
Date:*Su-sin(su-en) 6

Content Text: Expenditure

3 buliders
men Form tulium

2 buliders

men Form dimat-kalbum

2 buliders
Men formizin-erra
2 buliders

Men formisin

3 buliders household
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10.[0u-nigin 11 gurul]
Lidim

[1[)-bi-ta

8 gurul Llidim

gi-sal [ -til-la gul dOJ

gub-ba
Rev.

1.1 gurul] Clidim

Ma- [lub-ballegl2 gub-ba
1 guru] Cidim

GlIn-bal % kirig la-za-ab “
Dri-dr-gub-ba

5.1guru’ Lidim

[-0g-g! { ki Cu-kab ta -
d-a}

[u- nigin 11 guru] Clidim

EAY

sarvants
Tota 11 buliders

From among it

8 buliders
thin reeds ,finished house
and stand it

1 bulider

Employed at brickyard
1 bulider

The gin —bal of the garden
lazab
Construct

1 bulider

Aagga from shukab whom
bring

Totle 11 buliders
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Zi-ga-l’m had been  Expended

Kurum, aka [Jidim —e-ne I nspection(of the work) of

_ buliders

10. 00 gar-TJa-na® In garshan

GLr * IM (adad) —kaskal-kur Official ¢ IM kaskalkur
[abra

[tu us-b-k[ Four month

Mu-us-sa®Ciu- sin(su.en) Second year after the year

shu-sin the king of Ur built

wall (6 shu-sin)

Lugal ur™™ -make, bd

15.ba-d mu-us-sa-bi

left edge

us 2 kKC'm Second day

Obv.
Linel
gurudd (Akk.edlu) occursin ED Il , old Akkadian, Urlll ,
Lagash 1, old Babylonian means “workers” ) The Oldest
mention of the Workers in the Cuneiform Sources came in
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Third Early Dynasty (2600-2370). we notice development
sign see shape (1)&(2)

Oidim also read (Citim , dZm)® means” builder”(AKK.
Itinnu or ban(1)®

Line2

LO  (Akk. am[lu) means'man" “

Tu-li-um®  name of a town,fluvia site judging from the
present passage shows from the Drehem Text ©

Line4

Di-ma-at-kal-bu-um*  unknown place occur in Garshana
Texts?©

Line6

i-Zi-in-ér-ra“ unknown place occur in Garshana Texts? )
Line8

O-si-in ¥ modern (10| n Ba—riy|t) lieson distance about
20 kilometer in south of Afak and 40 kilometer in south —east
of Diwaniyah in the governorate Al Qadisiya. ®

Line9

Orad -0-a Sumerian term means “the household sarvant” ©
Line 10

Ou-nigin (Akk.napa—| ru) means “total
Linell

» (10)
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O0-bi-ta Sumerian term means “from among it

» (11)

Line 12

gi-sal (Akk.gisallD)‘lz) means “reed screen(13);Thin reeds
formed into mats and layered in the construction of
walls” 4

» (15)

O =til-la Sumerian term means” finished house

gul defective verb root means “raze” or”demolish”
(Akk.ab | tu)®

d] defective verb root means” bring” (7)

gub-ba
gub defective verb root means “to put” (18)

or" to be employed" (19)

a relative suffix means “whom” ©

Rev.

line 2

ma- Oub-ba Sumerian term means “brickyard
[egy, aso read sig, see (MDA,p.233) (Akk.libittu) means
“mud brick”*?

Line4

» (21)
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gln-bal sumeriam term means “an unidentified garden
structure”®

gid kirig (AKK kirlJ) means “garden”®?

la-za-ab* unknown GN,GN occurs in Garshana Texts as

za-ab-1a¢ @

dO  defective verb root means "build"“?

line6
0-0g-g0 PN. occurs in an Ur IIl text, from ur ©”
Girsu®Nippur®umma and Drehem®

Ki----ta

Ablative instrumental means “from the place of”©?

Ou-kab Sumerian PN. Occurs in ur 111 texts From Drehem,
Umma, Girsu ®? Aswell as in Garshana texts, mostly Occurs
in Garshana texts dated to (SS6 -SS7) With PN. "C-Cg-g"
Or "C-0g" &

00 terminative instrumental ¥

Line7

Zi-ga Sumerian term (AKk.  [tu) means “expenditure”®®

Om enclitic copula®

kurum7-aka Sumerian Term Means "Inspection Record"

(AKK.Pagadu)®”
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e-ne Plural instrumental

Line9

D& (AKK.Libbu) means "with in"®9

gar-Oa-na ™

Village located within the Umma District to the south near
the (dukirabba) and are much closer to the canal known as
canal ruler .9

Line10

Gir read recent girl] (akk.Sepu) means literally "foot
but here profession name ,an official transport ,under the
authority of someone.*?

4 |m(adad) —kaskal-kur Sumerian PN.*®

n(42)

Oabra (Akk.Sabrl) means "Chief administrator of temple”
(44)

Linell
[tu us-bi-ki  fourth month in the calendar of Ur and

Drehem, meaning "month of the eating of the ubi bird".“
Line12
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mu-us-sa “$u-sin(su.en) lugal uriki-ma-ke4 bad ba-du mu-

us-sa-bi
Second year after the year shu-sin the king of Ur built
wall(sixth year rule king shusin).this is abbreviated form,
completeformis
Mu-us-sa d.Su-sin(su.en) lugal uriki-ma-ke4 bad mar-tu mu-
ri-iq ti-id-ni-im mu-du mu-us-sa-bi
Second year after the year shu-sin the king of Ur built
wall(called )" murig-tidnim" “®

left edge

u4 (Akk.amu) means” day'
kam instrument changing whole number from ordinal

' (47)

number.“®

3.comment
There are different kinds of workers “® who were mentioned

in  Urlll  cuneiform texts,such as (gurull,er(In,|l[l—un-
ga.er’n,un-Cl,ect). Moreover, the cuneiform texts provide us
with such information about these kinds of workers,their
kinds ,rations and wages, but here we speak about one kind of

worker (the builder)
Types of Professional Workers(builder)
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Here are some other workers in connection with the building

worker:
1.1a du (Akk. Ban() means "builder"
2. gi-ila (Akk.tupSikkanu) means"reed holder'
3.im-il, Sumerian term means'mud hol der"®?
4.im-tak, (Akk.kersu) means"kneader"®?
5.8itim(Akk.itinnu) means'house builder"
6.1U sigs;-dug-dug(Akk. Labin libittu)means "brickmaker
7.10-giSal-la(Akk.allim)means'hoe-wiel der"
8.10-il Sumerian term means"brick holder" "
9.1G-im-na,;-na  Sumerian term means’an accountant” ©®
10. $itim-ma— (Akk.$itimmahu) means"chief builder" ©°
1114 nig-tag-tag(Akk.&pis gappati) means"basket maker
4.conclusion
According to the content of the text studied here ,and the
personal names (d.IM-kaskal-kur)(Akk.%adad - illatu)(linell)
(®1) ($u-kab) which occur in Garshana and Drehem texts®?we
can imagine that the Provence of our text may be either
Garshana or Drehem.

1(51)

(54
n (55)

(56)

11(60)
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pictagraph &)
Sumerian E]:a ‘ = ED
Classicism
5 I

Shape (1)

From Labat,R.,MDA,p.147

O

n

From, Schneider, N., Die Keilscriftzeichen Der Wirtschaftsurkunden Von
Ur Ill, Roma, (1935),p93

T

r

Shape (2)
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Obv,

Rev.
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