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Summary

The Sabian religion (Al-Sabi’in) is one of the heavenly religions whose followers believe
that John the Baptist is their Prophet. They assert that they are the first and oldest monotheistic
religions and laws. The jurists of the first Hijri centuries differed regarding the origin of their
religion and the nature of their beliefs due to the multiplicity of their sects, the secrecy of their
worship, and the ambiguity of their origins. As a result, their fatwas differed regarding them.
Most of them said they were among the People of the Book, so it is suitable to eat their sacrifices
and marry their women, and their religion is close to the Christian religion. Others said They are
a people whose religion is near between Judaism and the Magi, so their sacrifices are not eaten,
and their wives are not married. While some said that they worship the planets, others said they
worship angels, so they are polytheists. As a result, Islamic scholars and jurists in subsequent
centuries studied the Sabin religion in all its aspects until most of the jurists of the seventh century
settled on its origins. Thus, they clarified its issues and decided upon its rulings after explaining
its beliefs and referring to its acts of worship. Therefore, they could narrow the disagreement gap
around it and develop their final visions about that religion. One of the research results was that
the Sabians are one of the People of the Book sects, specifically the Jewish Essenes who followed
John the Baptist. Then, after the incident of his beheading, the leadership of that sect passed to
the Prophet Jesus. Today, only the Sabian-Mandaean sect remains of the ancient Sabian sects.
Therefore, all the jurisprudential ruling provisions that apply to the People of the Book should be

applied to the Sabians.

Keywords: the Sabian, Islamic jurists, Islamic jurisprudential schools, People of the Book,

the Sabian-Mandaean.
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