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Abstract

This research is entitled “Claims of Modernity on Revelation and Qur’anic Exegesis -
Discussion and Criticism-". The research includes a preamble, a preparatory topic, two
main topics and a conclusion. The preamble introduced the idea, approach and scheme of
the research, while the preparatory topic highlighted a concise overview on the concepts of
revelation, exegesis, and modernity as a preparation for discussion of the two subsequent
topics. The first topic debates the claims related to the Qur’anic revelation by presenting,
critiquing and responding to them. The second topic debates the most prominent cases
related to Qur’anic exegesis with a clarification of the responses thereto. The conclusion
included the results of the research and its recommendations.

The research concluded by illustrating the environment where these claims arose, the
most important features of which are: defeat before the predominant culture of the West,
handling the Glorious Qur’an as a man-made text, questioning revelation, and depending
on reason to explain all the issues. The research also highlighted the crucialness of
these claims in that they are drive indirect messages aiming to challenge the Glorious
Qur’an. These messages may not be noticed by the reader, besides; they exploit the
aspiration of Muslim youth for culture and renaissance, and attempt to make use of the
influential academic groups in Arab universities. The approaches followed by modernists
in communicating their claims are various, including: promotion for Enlightenment as
a cloak under which deceptive ideas are concealed, the use of vague terms, exhausted
generalizations, and slogans that are desirable from outside.

The research illustrated the modernist claims within the scope of revelation, and is
summarized in several points, including: questioning the issue of collecting and writing
down the Glorious Qur’an, deleting the Islam exaltation phrases Towards the Glorious
Qur’an, and criticizing the sciences of the Glorious Qur’an, especially those related to the
study of the Qur’an revelation, abrogation, Qur’anic readings and inimitability, as well
as challenging the source of the Qur’an. To refute these claims, the research provided a
scientific critique for these claims, and systematically responded to each one of them.

The modernist claims discussed by the research in the field of Qur’anic exegesis are
summarized in promoting the application of Western approaches by which the Glorious
Qur’an shall be interpreted, and it does not fit it as being a sacred divine text. Moreover,
the claim to cancel the legal and linguistic rules and controls in its exegesis, and grant
the sovereignty to the mind in the exegesis of the Glorious Qur’an even in the unseen
matters. The research has criticized these claims, and discussed their errors scientifically
and systematically, and that they did not produce any novel ideas, rather a repetition of
the sayings of the Orientalists.
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