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Abstract. In southern Iraq, the local buffalo holds significant importance as a domestic 

animal. This study aimed to contribute to the documentation and preservation of buffalo by 

examining the macroscopic and microscopic characteristics of the tongue and lingual papillae 

in adult buffalo aged 1-1.5 years. Six tongue specimens from each buffalo were analyzed to 

investigate both anatomical and histological features, including the comparison of statistical 

data between the tongues. The study delineated various lingual papillae on the tongue, 

revealing the presence of five identifiable types on the tongue surface. Among these, three 

were categorized as mechanical papillae (filiform, conical, and lenticular), while two were 

identified as gustatory papillae (vallate and fungiform). Although certain morphological 

features of the buffalo tongue resembled those of other ruminants, the lingual prominence in 

buffalo was notably higher and more developed. Notably, there were more mechanical 

papillae, covered by a thicker, keratinized epithelium. The research concluded that the buffalo's 

tongue exhibited strength, highlighting its crucial role in food prehension. The buffalo's tongue, 

characterized by a gray or blackish color, a rounded margin without a median groove, and a 

sharp, rounded anterior edge, was found to possess distinctive properties contributing to its 

efficient grasping of food. Overall, the study identified key attributes of the buffalo tongue, 

shedding light on its potency and its role in facilitating the buffalo's feeding behavior. 
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1. Introduction 

The digestive system encompasses a range of tubular organs, accessory glands, and supplementary 

structures, including lips, teeth, and the tongue. The tongue, characterized as a highly mobile muscular 

organ covered by a mucous membrane, plays a crucial role in food capture, bringing it to the mouth, 

and collaborating with the teeth to break it down into a cohesive food bolus ready for swallowing and 

taste perception. The animal's tongue exhibits distinct characteristics, featuring filiform, fungiform, 

conical, lenticular, and circumvallate papillae, resembling warts, on its dorsal surface [1,2]. Filiform 

papillae, with a conical shape and often a single papillary protrusion, vary in height and density at 

different levels, decreasing as the ventral surface is approached [3]. Fungiform papillae, primarily 

found on the lateral side, possess truncated projections, while circumvallate papillae are situated at the 

junction of the anterior two-thirds and posterior one-third of the tongue, surrounded by lingual 
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mucosa's papillary groove and annular pad [4]. In buffalo (Bubalus bubalis) tongues, fungiform 

papillae are absent from the lingual root, dorsal middle region of the apex and body, as well as the 

dorsal and ventral surfaces of the lingual tip [5]. The lingual tip specifically contains conical papillae, 

and the ventral surface is divided into papillary and non-papillary regions by a U-shaped fungiform 

line [6]. The morphological features of tongues and lingual papillae vary based on an animal's 

lifestyle, nutrition, adaptations, and taxonomic traits, forming systematic units like orders or families 

[7]. For herbivores, the tongue plays a major role in feeding, with modifications facilitating 

mechanical and taste perception [8]. The dorsal surface of the tongue is divided by the transverse 

lingual fossa into an apical section and a rounded torus linguae, with fine filiform papillae for 

mastication [8]. Histologically, each main filiform papilla is accompanied by 1-3 secondary papillae, 

and the taste buds are located at the free surface of fungiform and vallate papillae. The shape of taste 

buds varies among mammals, being ovoid in bovines. Glands such as Von Ebner's gland in cattle and 

lingual salivary glands in camels play specific roles in tongue structure and function [9]. 

2. Material and Methods 

Fifteen samples of buffalo tongues were collected from the local market in Basrah. The tongues were 

obtained from buffalo slaughtered at the Basrah Slaughterhouse, with the age of the animals ranging 

from one and a half years old to five years old. The samples were taken immediately after the animals 

were slaughtered and their heads were separated from the carcasses at the atlanto-occipital joint. For 

the anatomical study, the specimens were washed with a normal saline solution and various biometric 

measurements were taken, including the total length of the tongue, as well as the length and widest 

area of the apex, body, and root. 

For the histological study, the specimens were washed immediately after being taken from the 

animals. The fixation process was then carried out, followed by the traditional histological process to 

prepare the slides for staining. The specimens were placed in alcohol containers of varying 

concentrations to remove water, underwent a clearance process with xylene, and were embedded with 

paraffin wax. Finally, the slides were stained with hematoxylin and eosin. 

3. Result  

Tongue of buffalo was found as a muscular organ located on the floor of the mouth between the bodies 

of the mandible extended rostrally and fill the oral cavity. The tongue are composed of apex, body, 

and root sections (Fig.1 ). In buffalo, it has gray or blackish color, rounded margin and not median 

groove, with a sharp rounded anterior edge . The buffalo tongue measured (from the tip to the 

glossoepiglottic fold) a mean of 1.43 cm in total length and 17.24 cm at its maximum width. The 

lingual was formed, and lingual prominence was shown on the lingual body. Papillae were distributed 

not only on the dorsal surface of the tongue, but also on the anterior and ventral surfaces. Three types 

of mechanical papillae (filiform, conical, and lenticular) and two types of gustatory papillae (vallate 

and fungiform) were observed on the surface of the tongue. The apex of the tongue of buffalo was 

increased gradually in width, thickness and then narrowest in the beginning of the body (Fig.2 ), black 

spot or pigmentation was found on the dorsal surface in buffalo only (Fig. 2). The body of tongue in 

both buffalo and camel was quadrilateral, it begins narrow and gradually increased in width and 

thickness until reach to the beginning of root then return narrow, and presented a well-developed torus 

linguae and fossa linguae. The root of tongue in both species was the shorter part of the tongue lies 

caudally to the body and slopes ventrally and caudally toward the base of the epiglottis (Fig.3). The 

mucosa of the buffalo tongue has different characteristics depending on its location. The dorsal surface 

of the tongue is covered with a thick, rough, and keratinized stratified squamous epithelium, while the 

ventral and lateral surfaces have a thin, keratinized stratified squamous epithelium. The lamina 

propria, which is the underlying connective tissue, is dense and contains a network of blood vessels. 

The tongue itself is composed of skeletal muscle bundles that run in transverse, longitudinal, and 

oblique directions. 

There are different types of lingual papillae present on the buffalo tongue. The most numerous type is 

the filiform papillae, which are soft, horny thread-like structures. They are distributed on the dorsal, 

lateral, and ventral surfaces of the tongue and extend caudally at the level of the vallate papillae. 
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Another type of papillae is the fungiform papillae, which are cylindrical, convex, mushroom-like 

structures. They are scattered among the filiform papillae and are more abundant near the tip of the 

tongue. 

These findings are consistent with the histological characteristics of the oral mucosa and the structures 

of the tongue. The oral mucosa is composed of different types of stratified squamous epithelium, 

including keratinized and non-keratinized epithelium. The tongue's surface is covered with stratified 

squamous epithelium, and the filiform papillae provide roughness to facilitate food handling. The 

fungiform papillae contain taste buds and are dispersed among the filiform papillae. 

 

 
Figure 1. Photograph showing the tongue of the buffalo: lingual root (A), lingual body (B) and lingual 

apex (C). Lingual fossa (red line), Torus linguae (D), black zone (arrow). 

 
Figure 2. Photograph of the dorsal surface of the camel tongue showing: Filiform papillae (Fi ), 

Fungiform papilla (Fu) and Median longitudinal groove (M). 

 
Figure 3. Photograph of the dorsal surface of the buffalo tongue showing: Conical papillae (C1), 

Lenticular papillae (L), circumvallate papilla(CV). 
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Figure 4. Photomicrograph of tongue of the buffalo, keratinized stratified squamous epithelium (K) , 

conical papillae (C ), skeletal muscle bundles (M), lingual gland ducts (arrow), lamina propria(LP) . 

(H&E stain X40). 

 
Figure 5. Photomicrograph of tongue of the buffalo, keratinized stratified squamous epithelium (K), 

CV- Circumvallate papilla (CV ), lenticular papilla (L), lamina propria(LP) (H&E stain X40). 

 
Figure 6. Photomicrograph of tongue of the buffalo, keratinized stratified squamous epithelium (K), 

taste buds ((arrow) TB)) , epithelium (Ep), lymph nodules (LN). (H&E stain X100). 

4. Discussion 

In the present study, we investigated into the general anatomy and histology of tongue in buffalo. The 

tongue has gray or blackish color, rounded margin and not median groove, with a sharp rounded 

anterior edge [10-14]. The results show that there were five types of papillae identifiable on the tongue 

surface: filiform, conical, lenticular, vallate, and fungiform. In domestic animals, morphological 
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studies on the tongue papillae have been reported for the dog [15], pig [16], goat [17], sheep [18], cow 

[19], horse [20], yak and cattle [21]. 

The current study reported that in the buffalo, the filiform papillae, which were the most numerous 

type of lingual papillae, were soft, horny thread-like structures that were distributed on the dorsal, 

lateral, and ventral surfaces as well as extended caudally at the level of the vallate papillae. It was in 

agreement with [22].  

In the pig, the filiform papillae very little in size on different areas of the tongue whereas filiform 

papillae on the rat tongue do show a variation in size in that there are small papillae on the anterior and 

posterior portions of the tongue and larger papillae in the mid-portion [23,24]. On the cat tongue the 

number of large filiform papillae is much greater than that on the tongue of the rat [24], whereas the 

dorsal surface of the cow tongue displays multiple posteriorly curved filiform papillae [25] According 

to the last-named authors observations. 

The current study found that the number of papillae gradually decreased from the lingual body to the 

apex, and each fungiform was enclosed by a deep and evident groove, and some taste buds were 

distributed in the epithelium. Taste pores have been observed on the surface of the fungiform papillae 

of the buffalo in conformity with the findings of other investigators [26-29], confirming a gustatory 

function.  

The present study reported that the conical papillae in the tongue of buffalo were elongated, conical in 

shape, have a round base and a pointy edge, and were observed rostral to the torus lingua and 

continuous caudally on the dorsolateral to the torus lingua, as well as on both ends of the tongue root. 

In most ruminants [30-35], the conical papillae were located on the torus linguae.  

The completely absence of the conical papillae from the tongue was observed in Bactrian camel [36]. 

The presence of the conical papillae was related to the mechanical effect during the mastication of the 

grasses in all ruminants, but these conical papillae were absent in the non-ruminants herbivores as in 

the donkey [16]. 

The current research found that lenticular papillae in both species were convex lenses in shape, located 

as a zone of papillae on the middle part of the torus lingua. Both the buffalo and the camel have round 

to oval-shaped vallate papillae with little elevation from the lingual surface. They were arranged in 

two rows, one on each side of the tongue, on the dorso-lateral surface of the caudal portion of the torus 

lingua this result in agree with [37]. 

The vallate papillae are covered by cornified layer and containing taste buds on lateral wall similar to 

that in [38] in sheep and goat. which were in agreement [39]. 
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