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Mulla Ali al-Qari’s approach to reasoning by analogy through his
book Fath Bab al-Inayah
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Summary

Among the agreed upon sources of Islamic legislation is analogy, which comes fourth after the Holy Qur’an, the
pure Sunnah, and the consensus of jurists. It has received more attention from scholars because it is the basis of
ijtihad, and from it jurisprudence branches out. Considering that the texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah are limited
and that consensus is difficult to transmit and obtain, analogy was an urgent necessity to find rulings for issues for
which there is no text and no consensus has been established. Imam Ali al-Qari discussed analogy in several places

because it is an argument in deriving rulings and what is related to it.
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