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Abstract

Aydhab was a commercial point of contact between the Red Sea
and Nile trade routes, serving as a trading station where goods from
Abyssinia, Zanzibar, India, and Yemen were brought by sea. Muslim
rulers utilized these ports as places of exile for their political opponents
and unruly Bedouins. For instance, Caliph Abu Bakr Al-Siddig (may
Allah be pleased with him) exiled a group of Bedouins to the port of
Aydhab. Similarly, the Umayyads and Abbasids did the same. When the
Umayyad dynasty faced collapse, they sought refuge in Aydhab to escape
the oppression of the Abbasids.

Aydhab's ports became a safe haven for incoming migrations due to
the abundance of resources. Some settled there for trade or worked at the
ports. These ports also brought material and cultural benefits to the
communities due to the annual migration activities such as the Hajj and
Umrah, leading to the establishment of religious aspects like mosques and
judicial systems.

From the aforementioned, it can be concluded that the ancient
choice of Aydhab as a port was not coincidental but rather a strategic
location. Notably, it is the only port located only about 120 nautical miles
away from Jeddah, in addition to its proximity to Asian countries and
others.

Keywords: Port, Resources, Aidab, Red Sea, Economic conditions.
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