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Abstract:

The Syriac language was Lingua Franca for several centuries and in many
places. Thus, it influenced its sister Semitic languages and even non-Semitic
languages. In modern history, we clearly witness its decline, as its original
speakers have decreased in quantity and quality, and it is confined only to
religious books, clergymen and a small portion of those who are concerned and
familiar with it. Hence, by the end of the twentieth century, with the Syriac
renaissance, a prosperous page was opened for this language, with the attempt of
its speakers to keep pace with the modern times, supporting their longest-living
language amongst the languages of the world; therefore, they worked on
publishing, authoring and developing new grammar books, and the Arabic
language helped them in this respect, as they were greatly influenced by it.
However, the orientalists took the lead in this field, as they showed a keen
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interest in this language and they classified and analyzed it according to the
descriptive approach centuries ago. In these days, the specializations began to
abound for the speakers of this language who studied in the West, and a gap
with many differences was formed between what they have learned in their
countries and what they have studied in the West. As a result, this research
aims to reconcile between these two worlds and update the terminology in
relation to the morphological patterns and grammatical uses of the standard
Syriac verb.

Keywords: morphology; syntax; terminology; tense; mood; aspect.
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Number i 2l

Singular il 25l
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Causative (passive) Laddhy | el Sl CT Ll
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Morphological
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Command ~Ainae ey
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Perfect Progressive | huah rSusmh aaond sl S Al
aspect
Conditional clause soada SN ha Lo yal Al
True conditional <Lz ,cahn A he aiall Ja il dlaa
sentence
Unreal conditional | =&Y ,auda = he |  Adall e bl dle
sentence ~Lie
Contemporary | iis ,caha &z e | 6l 4 idal) 1o pal) dlas
conditional sentence
Quasi-conditional saud hasm nN ha Lo il ans dlaa
sentences
Contemporary | isasi iois iy yeul | oalall & V) D) iy
condition in the past
Conditional particle R < iB SRATRENTY
Protasis yaah Awax nx ha L il J) e daa
Apodosis Qud siaa N he L il Ol s dlaa
Compound or complex | o/  ~aiim N he sasadl) ol 48 yall Jaall
sentence RTTECY
Independent or main | o e N he | Akl ol du ) dleall
clause e
Dependent OF | o iasan sz e | 4l 5l Al dleal)
subordinate clause ~uih VAl
Purpose clauses <Ol KRN ha L 3l Jaal)
Temporal clauses s PR he Al 3N Jaal)
Result clauses ~aas psa N ha Laliitay) Jasl)
Final ‘purpose’ clauses | v sohom oy ha | M Al Al deal)
R
Circumstantial clauses | «isi it <X ha 45,0 Jeal)
~Haala
Time At C
Tenses ~ioi 45 gad Aia )
Past tense ihad o alall e 3l
Historical past tense ) WS R N 7 2l bl (e 3l
Simple past tense Al ara 1883 o) Ll aldl el
Past progressive R Z VR N el bl (e 3l
Pluperfect tense 2 RN < ) alad) g 3
Present tense ey Aot | g bl / palall el
Actual present itis aw rddn si Gl palall a3l
General present S TN - S| aladl palall a3l
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Theodor, Noldeke, :& YYT-149 5 V24007 (o sailly Copall & godaiY) (il e Uade)
(2001). Compendious Syriac Grammar, Translated from the Second and Improved
German Edition by James A. Crichton, Eisenbrauns, Winona Lake, Indiana.
Takamitsu, Muraoka, :2 AY-Y15 TA-TE 5 0A- 20 pa saill g i puall A 5 i) paill e Laaie]
(2005). Classical Syriac, a Basic Grammar with a Chrestomathy, 2" Revised Edition,

Porta Linguarum Orientalium 19, Harrassowiz Verlag - Wiesbaden.

ASalgh ) a5 QU (e Lg 2gliinal) AL jud) [ puaill jaliadll Y
<yl 1 Bl 8 = The Homilies of Aphraates, ed. by W. Wright.
OsiosSl Aadd 43b e 3y = Ancient Syriac Documents, collected and edited by W.
Cureton, with a preface by W. Wright.
Al s 0 5 i ol 8 le Jlel = S, Ephraem Syri Opera, Roman edition.
058 i) Us s = The Third Part of the Ecclesiastical History of John, Bishop of
Ephesus, ed. by W. Cureton.
) ) saseall adigen 4ad = The Chronicle of Joshua, The Stylite, ed. by W. Wright.
[wrongly attributed to Joshua.]
a3 43l ju sl = Anecdota Syriaca, ed. by J. P. N. Land.
43039 4LIS = Friedrich Schulthess, Kalila und Dimna, Syrisch und Deutsch, Berlin, 1911.
randl G 5 a8 elagil) Jel = Acta Martyrium Orientalium et Occidentalium, ed.
by Steph. Ev. Assemanus.
¢l iy o) il ke = S, Ephraemi Syri, Rabulae Episcopi Eelesseni, Balaei Aliorumque
Opera Selecta, ed. by J. Jos. Overbeck.
Srandl (53 g2l laan 3a = Life of St. Simeon Stylites, in the 2nd Volume of the Acta
Martyrium, ed. by Steph. Ev. Assemanus.
O sS4k ju aulas = Spicilegium Syriacum, ed. by W. Cureton.

Jhttp://cal.huc.edu @@ s oo utall QUST AL ) aal 1l

8 Jeldl) ol (a )l e a2 mllia s oo Dl Jla Gl die Sl deld) sl e Jladdl Ul aal 0

Al peadl JalSia Jgan Gaad ) gl (S ¢l gl s AY) andll [N 3 o Gy paill amy T
David, G.K., Taylor, (2010). Syriac Verb Paradigms, the Oriental :& bl Judy)

Institute, Oxford University.
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Linguistics and Phonetics, 6™ edition, Blackwell Publishing.
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