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Clause

Definition

Clause is agrammatical unite which is smaller than sentence and larger
than phrases and words

Like aphrase, a clause is a group of related words, but unlike a
phrase, a clause has a subject and predicate. An independent clause,
along with having a subject and predicate, expresses a complete thought
and can stand alone as a sentence. On the contrary, a subordinate or
dependent clause does not express a compl ete thought and therefore is
not a sentence. A subordinate clause standing alone is the most common
type of sentence fragment.

The differences between Clause and Sentence.

The main difference between sentence and clause is that sentence
can have a sentencein it.
The main conclusion of this research is the sentence can have a sentence
init. Because of this a distinction has been maid between sentences and
clauses. In a clause there is only one single verb, while a sentence may
consist of a number of clauses each with alexical verb .i.eaclauseisa
unit within the basic structure of a sentence which may be a part of a
compound or complex. Therefore a distinction has been maid between
sentences and clauses. Ina clause thereis only one single verb, while a
sentence may consist of a number of clauses each with alexical verb
Types of Clauses
1 - Independent clauses.
He saw her. The Washingtons hurried home. Free speech has a price.
I ndependent clause are grammatically complete statements which can
stand alone. When they are part of longer sentences, they are referred to
as independent (or main) clauses.

Two or more independent clauses can be joined by using coordinating
conjunctions (and, but, for, nor, or, so, and yet) or by using semicolons.
The most important thing to remember is that an independent clause can
stand alone as a compl ete sentence.

In the following exampl e the independent clause is a simple sentence.

- Ericabrushed her long, raven hair.

Here, the coordinating conjunction and joins two independent clauses:

- Fernando left, and Erica brushed her long, raven hair.

Here, a semicolon joins two independent clauses:
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- Fernando left; Erica brushed her long, raven hair.
All sentences must include at |east one independent clause.
- After she told Fernando to leave, Erica brushed her long, raven hair.
The independent clause is preceded by a clause that can't stand alone.
- Erica brushed her long, raven hair while she waited for Fernando to
leave.
The independent clause is followed by a clause that can't stand alone.
Beginning sentences with coordinating conjunctions
Any of the coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet) can
be used to join an independent clause to another independent clause. But
can you begin a sentence with one of these conjunctions?
No one knew what to do. But everyone agreed that something should
be done.
An old rule says that you shouldn't. But beginning a sentence with a
coordinating conjunction is widely accepted today. (Notice the preceding
sentence, for example.) Sometimes beginning a sentence this way creates
exactly the effect you want; it separates the clause and yet draws
attention to its relationship with the previous clause. Use this technique
when it works for you. If you're confronted with an advocate of the old
rule, you'll have no trouble finding support for your position from the
best writers and usage experts.
2 - Equative Clause:
An equative clause is a clause which describes a feature of its subject.
It contains a subject complement and, typically, a copula.
Heisa doctor.
Sheisthe queen.
3- _Existential clause
Existential clauseisaclause, having a distinctive grammatical structure,
which expresses the real or imagined existence of an entity.
An existentia clause often introduces an entity into a discourse.
The clause construction ““there + verb [typically be] + noun phrase” forms
an existential clause, asin:
There was a man.
final clause
A fina clauseisthelast clausein aclause chain. It is distinguished from
medial clauses by adifference in verb morphology.
finite clause
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A finite clause is a clause with afinite verb. one of two or more clauses of
equal statusin a sentence, especially when joined by a coordinating
conjunction, as either The sun came out or the ice started to melt in The sun
came out and the ice started to melt.

4 - coordinate clause
A coordinate clause belongsto a series of two or more clauses

which are not syntactically dependent one on another, and are joined by
means of

a) - coordinating conjunction:

| will go home and he will go to work.

b) -connective:

John likes hamburgers, but Mary prefers hot dogs.

C) - parataxis.

We might go to Seattle, or we might go to California.

5- Subordinate clauses
A subordinate clause has a subject and predicate but, unlike an
independent clause, cannot stand by itself. It depends on something else
to express a complete thought, which iswhy it is aso called a dependent
clause. Some subordinate clauses are introduced by relative pronouns
(who, whom, that, which, what, whose) and some by subordinating
conjunctions (although, because, if, unless, when, etc.). Subordinate
clauses function in sentences as adjectives, nouns, and adverbs.
6 - Relative clauses
A relative clause begins with arelative pronoun and functions as an
adjective.
In the following sentence, the relative pronoun that is the subject of its
clause and won is the predicate. This clause couldn't stand by itself. Its
role in the complete sentence is to modify novel, the subject of the
independent clause.
The novel that won the Pulitzer Prize didn't sell well when it was first
published.
In the next example , which is the relative pronoun that begins the
subordinate clause. Celebrities is the subject of the clause and attended is
the predicate. In the complete sentence, this clause functions as an
adj ective describing ceremony.
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The ceremony, which several celebrities attended, received intense
coverage.
Note that in arelative clause the relative pronoun is sometimes the
subject of the clause, as in the following sentence, and sometimes the
object, asin the next sentence.
Arthur, who comes to the games every week, offered to be
scorekeeper.
Who is the subject of the clause and comes is the predicate. The clause
modifies Arthur.
In the following sentence , mother isthe subject of the clause, adored is
the predicate, and whom s the direct object of adored. Again, the clause
modifies Arthur.
Arthur, whom the team mother adored, was asked to be scorekeeper.
Noun clauses
A noun clause serves as a noun in a sentence.
- What | want for dinner is a hamburger. (subject of the predicate is)
- The host told us how he escaped. (object of the predicate told)
- The vacation is what | need most. (complement of the linking verb
IS)
- Give it to whoever arrivesfirst. (object of the preposition to)
Pronoun case in subordinate clause Who, whom, whoever, whomever.
In deciding which case of who you should use in a clause, remember this
important rule: The case of the pronoun is governed by theroleit playsin its
own clause, not by itsrelation to the rest of the sentence. Choosing the right
case of pronoun can be especially confusing because the pronoun may
appear to have more than one function. Look at the following sentence.
- They gave the money to whoever presented the winning ticket.
At first, you may be tempted to think whomever rather than whoever
should be the pronoun here, on the assumption that it is the object of the
preposition to. But in fact the entire clause, not whoever, is the object of
the preposition. Refer to the basic rule: The case should be based on the
pronoun's role within its own clause. In this clause, whoever is the
subject of the verb presented. (A good way to determine the right
pronoun case is to forget everything but the clause itself: whoever
presented the winning ticket, yes, whomever presented the winning ticket,
no.)
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The following two sentences show more dramatically how you must
focus on the clause rather than the complete sentence in choosing the
right pronoun case.

- We asked whomever we saw for areaction to the play.

- We asked whoever called usto call back later.
In each sentence the clause is the direct object of asked. But in the first
sentence, whomever is correct because within its clause it is the object of
saw, while in the second sentence, whoever is correct because it isthe
subject of called.
Adverbial clauses

An adverbial clause is aclause that has an adverb-like function in
modifying another clause. Many subordinate clauses begin with
subordinating conjunctions called adverbial clauses. Examples of these
conjunctions are because, unless, if, when, and although. What these
conjunctions have in common is that they make the clauses that follow
them unable to stand alone. The clauses act as adverbs, answering
guestions like how, when, where, why, to what extent, and under what
conditions.

- While Mauna L oa was erupting and spewing fountains of lavainto

the air, we drove away as quickly as we could.
In the preceding sentence , while is a subordinating conjunction
introducing the adverbial clause; the subject of the clause is Mauna Loa
and the predicate is was erupting and [was] spewing. This clauseis
dependent because it is an incomplete thought. What happened while the
volcano was erupting? The independent clause we drove away as quickly
as we could completes the thought. The adverbial clause answers the
question “When did we drive?”
In the following sentence, because introduces the adverbial clause in
which van is the subject and needed the predicate. This clause is an
incompl ete thought. What happened because the van needed repairs? The
independent clause The group of tourists decided to have lunch in the
village is necessary to complete the thought. Again, the subordinate
clause as a whole acts as an adverb, telling why the tourists decided to
have lunch in the village.

- The group of tourists decided to have lunch in the village because

the van needed repairs.
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subordinate clauses from the point of view of their meaninag.
The main semantic types are exemplified in the following table:

Temporal
- I'll ring you again [before | |eave]

- David joined the army [after he graduated]

- [When you leave], please close the door

- | read the newspaper [while | was waiting]
Conditional

- I'll be there a nine [if | can catch the early train]

- [Provided he works hard], he'll do very well at school

- Don't call me [unlessits an emergency]

Concessive

- He bought me alovely gift, [although he can't really afford it]

- [Even though he worked hard], he failed the final exam

- [While | don't agree with her], | can understand her viewpoint
Reason

- Paul was an hour late [because he missed the train]

- | borrowed your lawn mower, [since you weren't using it]

- [As | don't know the way], I'll take ataxi
Result

- The kitchen was flooded, [so we had to go to a restaurant]

- I've forgotten my password, [so | can't read my email]
Comparative

-Thisisalot more difficult [than | expected]

- She earns as much money [as | do]

- | think London is less crowded [than it used to be]



g ia TN — B saa T Ll (T) sl - gl
The Al - Khadhra Secondary School For The Distinguished Boys

Refer ences
Al — Hammash, K. et al (2010) The New English course For Irag. Book
VI1I1. Baghdad.
Al - (2010) The New English course For Irag. Book
| X Baghdad.
Baker, C. L. (1989) English Syntax. Mass. MIT
Bywater, F.V. (1973) A Proficiency Course In English. University Of
L ondon Press.
Crystal, D. (2003) A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics. Blackwell.
Fabb, N. (1994) Sentence Structure. Routledge. L ondon.
Herrington, J. O. A (1969) English Patterns and Structure. Heineman
Educational Books. London
Kuiper, K and W. S. Allan (1996) An Introduction to English
Language. Palgrave. New Y ork.
Newby, M. (1987) The Structure of English. A Handbook of English
Grammar. Cambridge University Press. Cambridg.




