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The Elimination of King
in Mesoptamia (2800 — 539 BC)

Dr. Jasim Shahad Wahad Al-Jaburi
College of Archaeology / University of Al-Qadisiyah
jasim.wahad@gmail.com

Abstract:

Civilisation in Mesopotamia developed greatly in various economic,
religious, military, legal and political fields. We owe this development to the
Mesopotamian kings who ruled and administered in different eras and historical
and civilizational roles. Their rule was in most aspects fraught with tragedy and
suffering, for many of them were killed in the battles they fought, or murdered
In their palaces by one of their retainers, sons or those close to them, or fell into
captivity after being besieged by the attacking armies of the castles, fortresses
and royal palaces that conducted the affairs of the land. By them. This study,
therefore, illuminated in turn the principal kings who were assassinated and
captured in Mesopotamia. It consisted of eight axes, examining the methods
used to eliminate the king from the era of the Sumerian city-states (2800 BC
2370 BC) to the fall of Babylon in 539 BC.

Keywords: clay tablets; Alkutyon; Abi-Sin; Mary; military coup; killing the
king; deposing the king.
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