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Assyrian jewelry models
-An artistic archaeological study-

Assist. Prof. Dr. Muhannad Ashour Shanawa Assist. Lect. Shymaa Youssef Issa
College of Archaeology / University of Al-Qadisiyah
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Abstract:

Crafting ornaments is considered one of the finest arts known to man.
Mesopotamia was famous for its metallic ornaments. It was associated with the
jeweler's fertile imagination, which made him interact with life. Therefore, man
was adorned with the types of ornaments he made with simple colored beads
and inlaid with various stones; To increase its beauty and their belief that each
stone has health and psychological effects on the wearer, and jewelry has been
used since the Neolithic period for decoration and may have had other functions
such as amulets and others. As for the development of the jewelry industry in
the Assyrian era in particular, it is the result of accumulated experience through
generations Because it was worn permanently, and all the artistic productions in
the Assyrian era indicate the Assyrians’ interest in jewelry and wearing them in
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various public life occasions and also had a role in their religious rituals. Both
men and women wore jewelry, even if they were not of similar shapes; As the
Assyrian carvings often show the wearing of the kings and other personalities in
the artistic scenes of jewelry such as necklaces, bracelets, earrings, etc., and thus
considered a mirror that reflects the thoughts of the Assyrian peoples and the
culture of their beliefs that appeared in the ornaments of all kinds; Because
wearing jewelry was not limited to adornment only, but to protect against evil
spirits and envy, and these are beliefs that still survive until the present time. On
the basis of this importance, ten models were selected for the study from the
various necklaces, bracelets and earrings from the treasures of Nimrud. The
study was divided into three sections, each dealing with an important aspect of
the artistic formation and its implications for the selected pieces.

Keywords: models of jewelry; Assyrian ornaments; Assyrian models.
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