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ABSTRACT 

In This article we will study some Cuneiform brick inscriptions founded in the survey 

of Mi.Enlil Arakhtum survey which start in 2016 in in Dagharah area then we surveyed 

another parts of Diwaniyah, the sites which we founded the sealed bricks are Tell Kozkhan, 

Tell Bent al-Ameer, Tell Adday, and Tell Saeed north Ad-Diwaneyah  province. This 

inscription back to Neo-Babylonian period especially to Nebuchadnezzar II king of Babylon 

(605–563) B.C. It's represented a lower or upper part from different stamps. 
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 الخلاصت:

انًكتوبة  لهةي اُ ةش تانتةٌ ل ةش  انًسةًرسٍ  انُصةو بذساسة  بضة   فٌ هزا انبحث سوف َقوو

فةٌ يُققة  انةذةرسم قةى  ًُةر بًسةح أ ةضا   6102أساختوو انزً بذأ فةٌ لةرو  - إَهَم .يسح يٌ ضًٍ لهَهر

هٌ تم كوصخرٌ ، تةم بُةا اييَةش تتةم  تانًوا ع انتٌ ل شَر فَهر لهي الا ش انًختووأخشى يٍ انذٍواََ ، 

صيةٍ  خرصة  إلانضصةش انبةربهٌ انحةذٍث، تبإنةي  د انكتربةر تغةوتتم سضَذ شًرل يحرفظة  انذٍواََة .  لذاً

انجةض  ايةر ًٍ ةم تالا ةش ةَةش كريةم تهةٌ (  بةم انًةَ.د. 625-216َبوخز َصش ان ةرٌَ يهةك بربةم  انًهك 

 .رنك الا شانسفهٌ أت انضهوً يٍ 

الكتاباث  ؛العصز البابلي الحذيج ؛اراختىم ؛مي انليل ؛الملك نبىخذ نصز الخاني الكلماث المفتاحيت:

 المسماريت.

1. Introduction 

This Cuneiform brick inscriptions founded in the survey of Mi.Enlil Arakhtum survey 

at Tell Kozkhan, Tell Bent al-Ameer, Tell Adday, and Tell Saeed north Ad-Diwaneyah 

province (Fig.1). This inscription back to Neo-Babylonian period especially to 

Nebuchadnezzar II king of Babylon (605–563) B.C. It's represented a lower or upper part 

from different stamps. 

The project of Mi.Enlil-Arakhtum survey, called by this name because these are the 

ancient names of two branches of the Euphrates River which are attested in cuneiform 

sources. The aim of the survey is – to reveal the real total number of all the sites which are 

lying along the ancient river courses. I have to add here that the area has never been surveyed 

before. The area of the archaeological survey is occupied with many villages and the surfaces 
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devoid of elevations. This surface is easily characterized by its symmetrical structure, level 

and gradual slope from the northeast to the southwest. Different type of archaeological finds 

was collected from the surface of the sites including pottery, Glasses, shells and metal.  

We would like to publish here another group of inscription Nebuchadnezzar II (also 

see appendix 1). This inscription abbreviated from another longer royal inscription, (Walker, 

1981 p.78). The bricks are known to have been reused in various reconstruction contexts. All 

bricks below are the same pattern with different moulds. Our former study about the same 

royal inscription were from one site (Al-Hussainy 2021, Al-Hussainy et al (forthco.)), here 

they come from different site located in Sumer-Dagharah survey that it gives more 

distribution of this kind of inscription. The archaeological context mainly late to the neo-

Babylonian period, but some site this period has attested limitedly. (Appendix 2) 

 
2. The bricks of Mi.Enlil-Arakhtum. 

1. Aday. 16. B2  

Transliteration: 

˹
d
AK-ku-du-ur2-ri˺-UR[I3]  

[LUGAL] ˹KA2.DINGIR.RA˺
[ki]

 

[za-ni-in]˹E2˺ SA[G.IL2] 

u3 E2 [ZI.DA]  

[IBILA a-ša-re-du]  

[ša 
d
AK.IBILA.URI3  

[LUGAL KA2.DINGIR.RA
ki

 ] 

 

 

Translation: 

  

Nebuchadnezzar  

king of Babylon  

provider of the temple of  Esagil 

and the temple of  Ezida 

The foremost  son  

for Nabublezzar  

king of  Babylon 
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2. Ady. 16. B1 

Transliteration: 

2 Some lines missing  

[za-ni-in E2 SAG.]˹IL2˺ 

[u3 E2 ZI.]˹DA˺  

[IBILA a-ša-r] ˹e-du˺  

[ša 
d
 A]˹K-[IBILA.U]RI3˺  

[LUGAL] ˹KA2.DINGIR.RA
ki

˺  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Aday 1.B-1 

 

Transliteration: 

Some lines are missing  

[LUGAL KA2.DINGIR].˹RA˺
[ki] 

 

[za-ni-in E2 SA]G.I[L2] 

the complement is missing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Bent al-Ameer 1.B-2 

 

Transliteration: 

˹
d
AK-ku-du-u˺ [r2-ri-URI3]  

˹LUGAL KA2.DINGIR˺.
 
[RA

ki
]   

za-ni-˹in ˺[E2 SAG.IL2] 

u3 E2 [ZI.DA]  

the rest is missing 
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5. Tell Kozkhan  

 

Transliteration: 

The beginning is missing 

[ IBILA SA] G.KAL  

[ša 
d
AK.IBILA.URI3  LUGAL KA2.DINGIR.R]A

ki
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Tell Saeed  

 

Transliteration: 

[
d
]AK-ku-dur2-[ ri˺-URI3]  

[LUG]AL ˹KA2.DINGIR.[RA˺
[ki]

] 

[za-n]i-in [E2 SAG.IL2] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Appendix 1: List of Bricks found during the survey. 

we would like to list all the bricks that not mentioned above, due to all of them are 

duplicates.    

 
Kozkhan 

Nebuchadnezzar II, most likely B1, still visible : 

1   … ]…[  

2 […SA]G.KAL 

3 […DINGIR].RAki 

  

Abu ‘Adham, A2  

Doorstone 30 x 22 x 7,5 

Inscription not readable 
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Abu ‘Adham, B1 

Brick 30,4 x 20,2 x 7,1 

No inscription 

 

Ady-16 B/14 

Brick 26 x 23,6 x 7 

Inscription 14 x 15 

Nebuchadnezzar II 

 

Ady 16 B/3  

Brick 17,5 x 15,5 x 7,5 

Inscription 11 x 7,5 

Nebuchadnezzar II 
 

NUG.16.B1/1 

Brick 18,3 x 18,5 x 5,5 

Nebuchadnezzar II, barely readable 
 

Maškan-šāpir 1/ 2020 

Brick 30 x 28 x 6 

Inscription 10 x 11 

Šulgi “Label Inscription » cf. RIME E3/2.1.2.39  
 

Bent al-Ameer 490954/3562190 P.017 

Brick 9,5 x 9,5 x 6,5 (broken) 

Inscription 7 x 3 (broken) 

Most likely Nebuchadnezzar II, still visible: […]ba-bi-lu
k
[
i
], perhaps an exemplar of B5 

 

Khalediya 57B 

Brick 10 x 9 x 8 

Inscription 4 x 9 

Only vague traces of some six signs, one of them is BI 

Khalediya 57C 

Brick 9,5 x 10 x 8 

Inscription 6 x 9 

Two signs left, probably NI (the end of IN) and É, so probably Nebuchadnezzar II [za-ni-i]n 

É.[SAG.ÍL] 

 

Khalediya 58 

Brick 17 x 12 x 7,5 

Inscription 3 x 9 

One sign left, probably É 

 

Tulūl Al-Khalediya D.21A.56 

Brick 32 x 20 x 7,5 

Inscription 11 x 7,5 

Nebuchadnezzar II Inscription probably B6 
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Tulūl Al-Khalediya KLD 21A.60 

Brick 8 x 8 x 7 

Inscription 6 x 4,5 

Only one unclear sign left 

 

Hadwat Al-Farras 

Brick 20 x 29,5 x 7 

Inscription 13 x 5,5 

Nebuchadnezzar II, still visible: 

1 
d
AG-[…] 

2 IBILA […] 

3 ša 
d
[…] 

 

4. Appendix 2: List of sites that consist Neo-Babylonian period. 

Tell al-Gamad ..OB, Neo-Baby, PAR 

Tell Saeed D.. OB, Neo-Baby, PAR 

Tell Merza A...OB, Neo-Baby, PAR 

Tell MerzaB…OB, Neo-Baby, PAR 

Tell Kozkhan…Neo-Baby, PAR, SA, ISL, L.ISL 

Tell Maqam Ismael…OB, Neo-Baby, PA, SA, ISL 

Ishan Hassan… Neo-Baby, PA 

Tell Abu-Taroof,S.   URUK, JN, EDI, EDII 

Tell Abu-Sakher…. OB, Neo-Baby, PA, SA 

Tell Abu-Shaieb.. Neo-Baby, PA, SA, ISL 

Tell al-Newaser… Neo-Baby, PA, SA, ISL 

Tell al-Amarien…. Neo-Baby, PA, SA, ISL 

Tell al-Nabee Shuaeb… Neo-Baby, PA, SA, ISL 

Tell Um-Adood… Neo-Baby, PA, SA, ISL 

Tell Abu-Jaseeb S.   OB, Neo-Baby, PA, SA 

Tell Bent-al-Ameer….. OB, Neo-Baby, PA, SA 

Tell Abu-Sakharah….. Neo-Baby, PA, SA 

 

OB: Old-Babylonian pottery 

Neo-Baby: Neo-Babylonian pottery 

PA: Parthian pottery 

SA: Sassanian pottery 

ISL: Islamic pottery 

L.ISL: Late Islamic pottery 
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1. Ady. 16. B2 
2. Ady. 16. B1 

3. Bent al-Ameer 

1.B-1 

 

4. Aday 1.B-2 

 

5. Tell Kozkhan 6. Tell Saeed  
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Fig.1: Map showing Mi.Enlil-Arakhtum area within the locations of bricks 


