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Proverbs of Animals in the Sumerian Cuneiform Sources

Zahraa Mahmood Mohammed Khalid Salim Ismael

Abstract:

Proverbs of animals are the largest collection of Sumerian proverbs
recorded so far, as we do not find an analogue of them in the Akkadian
language. The Sumerian scribe likened the qualities possessed by animals
to human qualities such as sincerity, loyalty, honesty, mercy and
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courage, as well as disgraceful qualities such as treachery, betrayal,
arrogance, boldness and gluttony, cruelty and applied them on animals
believed to have such qualities to avoid confronting them and to prevent
their evil. Proverbs mentioned a number of animals and focused on
recording wild animals such as lion, fox, deer, bear, moose and others. As
for domesticated animals such as dogs and cattle of all kinds and the rest
of the animals which he domesticated and relied on in his daily life at that
time. As for birds, a number of them were mentioned, such as crows and
owls, and insects including locusts and flies were mentioned in some
proverbs.

Keywords: proverbs, animals, sources, cuneiform, Sumerian.
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Preface

| am pleased to present the first part of the eighth volume of Athar
Al-Rafedain Journal which coincides with the tenth anniversary of
publishing the first volume of Athar Al-Rafedain Journal in 2012.
This journal is issued by College of Archeology at the University
of Mosul and the journal has acquired the approval to join the
DOAJ Global Container in 27/8/2022, which is considered an
important achievement among the ambitious and correct steps that
we have drawn to advance the reality of the Journal to keep the
pace with the rapid development in scientific and electronic
publishing in Irag and worldwide.

We would like to thank everyone who contributed and supported

the progress that took place in Athar Al-Rafedain Journal.

Prof. Khalid Salim Ismael
Editor-in-Chief
1% -Jan-2023
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13- The original research papers submitted to the journal shall not be
returned to their owners, whether published or not.

14- Tables and figures are numbered consecutively and according to
their occurrence in the research, and are provided with titles,
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15- The full source name is indicated in the margin, with the
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typographical errors in his research.
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18- Each researcher is provided with a copy of his research. As for the
full copy of the journal, it is requested from the journal’s secretariat
in return for a price determined by the editorial board.

19- The papers should be sent to the journal e-mail:
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Publishing rules in Athar Al-Rafedain Journal (AARJ):

1- The journal accepts scientific research that falls in specializations:
- Ancient Archaeology and Islamic Archaeology.

- Ancient languages with their dialects and comparative studies.
- Cuneiform Inscriptions and ancient lines.

- Historical and cultural studies.

- Archaeological geology.

- Archaeological survey techniques.

- Anthropological studies.

- Maintenance and restoration.

2- Research papers shall be submitted to the magazine in both Arabic
and English.

3- The research shall be printed on (A4) paper, word-2010 system,
with double spaces between lines, Simplified Arabic font for Arabic
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4- The title of the research should be printed in the middle of the page,
followed by the name of the researcher, his academic degree, his
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5- The research should contain an abstract in Arabic and English
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writing when submitting it for publication.
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in his research.
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