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Research Summary
Ass.prof. Abeer seham mahdi
Theory of the elite in contemporary Western political thought

The phenomenon of the elite is one of the most important subjects of political
science scholars. This phenomenon is the focus of the activities of the political group.
Despite the divergent theories regarding the interpretation of this phenomenon and its
origin, there is an agreement to link this phenomenon to the distribution of power within
human society.

After the word "elite" was used in the seventeenth century to describe goods of a
certain superiority extended to use later to refer to the social groups superior military
units or private upper classes of nobility.

And that if they agree that the society is divided into a ruling minority and a
majority governed, but they differed on the foundations and factors that enable the
minority to tighten its grip on power centers.



