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Abstract

"Smart power,"...an approach that underscores the necessity
of a strong military, but also invests heavily in alliances, partnerships,
and institutions of all levels to expand American influence and establish
legitimacy of American action, became a core principle of Obama's
foreign policy strategy. Obama, in his May 2011 speech on the Middle
East and North Africa, "...called for a smart power strategy, incorporating
development, in addition to defense and diplomacy, as the third pillar of
his foreign policy doctrine."

“Smart power” has become the core principle of Obama’s
foreign policy, and that the Presidential team advocates a “smart power”
strategy.

Among the most recently the implementation of this
strategy in the case of the U.S. engagement in the war in Libya where the
US intervention was defined by “humanitarian” (as integrated in an
international coalition that was authorized by the U.N Security Council
Resolution 1973 to intervene in Libya in the name of the “responsibility
to protect”) and “limited” (in the sense of “burden sharing”, meaning that
the U.S. will not act alone but share the responsibility with the other
states participating in the coalition). Thus the new form of American
leadership can be defined as “broader” and “smarter leadership” in so far
as the role of the U.S will be to mobilize thelnternational community for
collective action.

Regarding the case of Libya, the U.S. action could also be
qualified as quite pragmatic in the sense that U.S. let France and Great
Britain take the initiative for the military intervention.

As put by Obama, “American leadership is not simply a
matter of goingit alone and bearing the entire burdens ourselves. Real
leadership creates conditions and coalitions for others to step up as well,
to work with allies and partners so that they bear their share of the burden
and pay their share of the costs; and to see that the principles of justice
and human dignity are upheld by all.


http://www.cfr.org/middle-east-and-north-africa/obamas-speech-middle-east-north-africa-may-2011/p25049
http://csis.org/files/media/csis/pubs/071106_csissmartpowerreport.pdf
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As Obama said in his 2014 State of the Union address, “ in a
world of complex threats, our security depends on all elements of our
power — including strong and principled diplomacy.We do not live in a
“post-American world,” but we also no longer live in the “American era”
of the late twentieth century. In the decades ahead, the US will be “first”
but not “sole.”
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