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The development of appointment procedures in the
Iraqi diplomatic corps and the factors affecting it
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Abstract:

The current study aimed to trace the developments that have occurred in
the mechanisms of appointment within the Iragi diplomatic corps throughout
Irag's history from independence to the present day. This was done through the
analysis of legal texts and legislations that governed the work of Iraqi diplomatic
missions and their employees from the monarchy period until now. The study
found that the initial stages from Iraqg's independence in 1921 until the rule of
the Ba'ath Party in 1968 did not include any legal framework or legislation for
the mechanisms of appointment within the Iragi diplomatic corps. The actual
practice at that time was limited to personal relationships and affiliations,
controlled by the higher political authority or those acting on its behalf. The first
legislative law that defined the mechanisms of appointment in the Iraqi
diplomatic corps dates back to 1976. The study also found that the existing
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political quota system in Iraq after 2003 has negatively affected the mechanisms
of appointment within the Iraqi diplomatic corps. Furthermore, the legislative
laws that govern the mechanisms of appointment in the Iraqi diplomatic corps
have remained unchanged since 1976.

Keywords: appointment mechanisms, diplomacy, diplomatic corps, Iraq.
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1) G.R. Berridge, Talking to the Enemy: How states without Diplomatic

Relations communicate (Basingstoke: Macmillan Publishers, 1994).
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