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Abstract
The current dissertation project examines, in light of the pragmatics study, speech acts in Mua’llaka a novel by
Atiya Khalili, according to the theory of John Austen. The meaning of this theory is that the speaker accomplishes
an action or event by saying something, that is to say in an oral manner. This is normally achieved by linking
speech to a specific context and common knowledge that represents the basis of common understanding between
the sender and the addressee, and an intention that contributes to understanding the secondary meaning behind
the linguistic text, leading to the achievement power. Austin distinguished a class of sentences with declarative
and constructional forms, and then expanded the concept to include verbal, accretive, and affective verbs. The
researcher follows the descriptive-analytical approach in studying speech acts in contemporary Iranian novels, as
this approach requires description and analysis of the techniques for using speech acts in light of the theory of
John Austin. The study concludes that the speech acts in the novel are written in a colloquial style, so they played
a vital role in developing the characters and moving the plot, as they contribute greatly to building the characters

and the relationships between them, and are used as a main tool for conveying ideas and feelings.
Keywords: pragmatics, speech acts, Austin, commentator.
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2. Harvard University.

3. logical positivists.
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2. performative utterance.

3. constative utterance.
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