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1.QD.16.P.706/21

2. QD.16.P.706/20

Fig. 5: Pottery assemblage from QD033 — Umm al-Hafriyat: Preservation Ware
pithoi.
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Fig. 4: Pottery assemblage from QD033 — Umm al-Hafriyat: Simple Ware closed

shapes.
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Fig. 2: Evidence of looting activities at QD033 — Umm al-Hafriyat.
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4. QD.16.P.706/5

Fig. 3: Pottery assemblage from QD033 — Umm al-Hafriyat: SimpleWare open
shapes.
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Cpabll S
still unpublished despite having been carried out almost half a century
ago.
In particular, the analysis of the pottery repertoire and the group of texts
known as “Suilisu Archive”" has underlined that Umm-al Hafriyat was
part of that network of settlements connected to the provincial Akkadian

administration, fully adhering to the royal patronage network.

1 Milano and Westenholz 2015.



by a smaller amount of Preservation Ware (12.5%). No Kitchen Ware is
attested. Fine homogeneous fabrics characterize about 82.5% of the EB
IV Simple Ware, with a low or medium frequency (<3% or 3-10%) of
small (<0.5mm) mineral and vegetal inclusions, while Preservation Ware
presents a courser fabric with medium frequency (3-10%) of medium
(0.5-1 mm) inclusions. Fabric colors encompass brownish (Munsell
Color: 7.5YR 5/4; 4/4; 10YR 3/3, 4/3, 5/3), light brownish (Munsell
Color: 7.5YR 6/4; 10YR 6/3-4; 2.5Y 5/3), yellowish brown (Munsell
Color: 10YR 5/4; 2.5Y 7/3-4, 6/3-4 ), yellowish (Munsell Color: 5Y 7/3-
6), and grayish (Munsell Color: 10YR 4/1-2).

Simple Ware includes a wide range of open and closed shapes, with a
prevalence of the latter. The open shapes comprise bowls with triangular
overhanging rims (Fig. 3.1), large bowls with triangular rims (Fig. 3.2),
large bowls with triangular rims and decorated with horizontal applied
ridges and incised wavy lines (Figs. 3.3-4)°. The closed shapes
encompass jars with multiple ridged (generally two or three ridges) rims
(Fig. 4.1)', band-rim jars (Fig. 4.2)® and jars with an oval rim on a short
neck (Fig. 4.3)°. The pottery repertoire from QD033 — Umm al-Hafriyat
also includes large-size jars with a triangular rim and a ridged shoulder
(Figs. 4.4-5). Preservation Ware includes pithoi with a triangular rim and
grooved sides (Fig. 5.1), and pithoi with an oval thickened rim (Fig. 5.2).

Thus, we may finally glance at the occupation phases of this important
site for the Akkadian period (it has been proposed that it is the ancient

settlement of Mashkan-ili-Agade’®) the more, since its excavations are

> Munsell Soil Colour Chart™ (2009 version).

¢ Bergamini 2002-2003: 24-26, pls. 6-7.

" Gibson 1972: fig. 46: D 111:27; McMahon 2006: pl. 105, type C-13a, pl. 120, type C-28.
& McMahon 2006: pl. 97, type C-2, pl. 112, type C-17.

° McMahon 2006: pl. 107, type C-14.

19 Milano and Westenholz 2015.
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The surface survey conducted at Umm al-Hafriyat in 2016 has pointed
out severe damage due to agricultural fields and modern channels. Also,
the site has been heavily affected by looting activities (Fig. 2). Regarding
chronology, it must be preliminarily observed that the widespread
periodization based on historical terminology cannot be effectively
superimposed on the material culture. Faced with this problem, the
terminology “Early Bronze IV” (hereafter, EB IV) has been used here to
identify the material culture of the phase traditionally called Akkadian
and Post-Akkadian.
Several factors, including the morphological (shapes and measurements)
and technological (fabric, inclusions, surface treatments, and decorations)
characteristics, have been considered and correlated to provide an
interpretation of the use of vessels. This framework has led to the
recognition of three functional classes:
- Simple Ware: this functional class includes vessels used for eating,
serving, and producing food (without cooking it). These are
distinguished by a variety of decorations and surface treatments. The
firing is medium/high (600-900 °C).
- Kitchen Ware: The vessels used in food processing activities
involving cooking/heating fall under this category. This primarily
includes cooking pots with no evidence of surface treatments or
decoration. The firing is low (500 °C).
- Preservation Ware: The most well-documented shapes in this class
are jars and pithoi, used to carry and store goods and liquids. There
may be many surface treatments and decorations.
From the surface survey of QD033 — Umm al-Hafriyat, the selected
diagnostic pottery consisted of 83 sherds, among which 72 belong to the
Early Bronze IV period (some others belong to the Old Babylonian
period). The most abundant ware type is Simple Ware (87.5%), followed
5
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Introduction:

In recent years, several new archaeological projects have been carried out
in Irag, aiming at studying the ancient archaeological landscape and
settlement patterns’. In this trail falls the QADIS survey project in
Southern Mesopotamia, which has been led jointly between 2016 and
2018 by the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage (SBAH) and the
University of Bologna, under the direction of Nicold Marchetti®. The
QADIS survey area comprises over 1829 sg. kilometers and is located in
the south-eastern region of Qadisiyah, of which follows the borders to the
south and east (Fig. 1). The survey aimed to study the ancient landscape,
the settlement patterns, and the material culture of that area, following the
ground-breaking work carried out by R. McC. Adams in southern
Mesopotamia since the 1950s°.

This paper focuses on the pottery assemblage retrieved at a QADIS
site, that called QD033 — Umm al-Hafriyat, presenting a preliminary
analysis of the EB IV assemblages from the surface survey of the site.
The site of Umm al-Hafriyat (UTM 38S 545937.00 m E, 3549278.74 m
N) lies about 24 kilometers ESE of Nippur, and it was first excavated in
1977 by the Oriental Institute of Chicago under the direction of McGuire
Gibson*, in connection with the excavation campaign that took place at

Nippur in the same year.

! Otto et al. 2018; Lippolis 2020; Maner, Al-Lami and Zaina 2020.
2 Marchetti et al. 2017; 2019; 2020.

 Adams and Nissen 1972; Adams 1981.

* Gibson 1977/78.



Early Bronze IV Pottery Assemblages from Umm Al-

Hafriyat Southern Mesopotamia

*Eleonora Mariani

Abstract:

The 2016-2018 QADIS survey project, conducted jointly by the Universi-
ty of Bologna and the SBAH, has investigated the south-eastern part of
the Al Qadisiyah region. This paper will focus on the Early Bronze IV
(Akkadian and Post-Akkadian) pottery assemblage collected from the
surface survey carried out at QD033 — Umm al-Hafriyat.

Keywords: Early, Bronze, IV Pottery, Assemblage, Umm Al-Hafriyat,

Southern, Mesopotamia.
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Preface

| am pleased to present the first part of the eighth volume of Athar
Al-Rafedain Journal which coincides with the tenth anniversary of
publishing the first volume of Athar Al-Rafedain Journal in 2012.
This journal is issued by College of Archeology at the University
of Mosul and the journal has acquired the approval to join the
DOAJ Global Container in 27/8/2022, which is considered an
important achievement among the ambitious and correct steps that
we have drawn to advance the reality of the Journal to keep the
pace with the rapid development in scientific and electronic
publishing in Irag and worldwide.

We would like to thank everyone who contributed and supported

the progress that took place in Athar Al-Rafedain Journal.

Prof. Khalid Salim Ismael
Editor-in-Chief
1% -Jan-2023
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