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Prof. Husham Hikmat Abdulsatta®

Good Morning!.. It's my pleasure to take part in this meeting.

Faculty member, Department of Political System and Public Policy, College of Political Science, Al-
Nahrain University.
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I believe we are gathered here to share ideas on how to promote
the bilateral relations between Iraq and the United Kingdom.

The question to be considered in this particular topic is: why
Britain is so important to Iraq? I'll summarize my answer in
the following short points:

Britain has a super special foreign policy; its institutions
have integrated mechanisms on how to formulate their
strategies and political decision making.

Britain is a great power, a permanent member at the
security council, and has major roles in the political and
economic decisions at the international organizations as
well as regional forums concerning the Middle East in
general and Iraq in particular.

Britain is one of the most important institutional powers
of democracy in the world (it scored 8.53 out of 10 on
the Democracy Index for the year 2017). This score
categorizes Britain as a “full democracy” while the US
was downgraded from full democracy to “flawed
democracy”, and that what gives Iraq a reason to be
more inclined toward Britain in terms of rationalizing
its political process away from the direct intervention of
US administrations.

Britain has a long history in Iraq and is the founder of
the modern Iraqi State post World War I, and has
important roles in the Iraqi political arena, as well as an
influence on Iraq’s internal and external affairs
especially after the year 2003.

Basing on my personal experience, I find the Iraqi
people more satisfied with the British side. Perhaps
because of the old relationship, or perhaps because of
the political experience that followed the establishment
of the Iraqi monarchy, which the later still makes a
striking example of integrity and good governance, as
well as the significant achievements in infrastructure,
despite the lack of adequate financial resources at that
time. The picture which many Iraqis have in their minds
about the early British-Iraqi relations is still glamorous
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despite the passage of many years since the fall of the
monarchal system in 1958.

However, no matter how flowery the words that could be
used to describe the bilateral relationship between Iraq and the
United Kingdom, no neutral and objective scholar can jump
over the fact that there were times of tension between the two
parties starting from the year 1914 until lately in 2003 when
Britain participated in the invasion of Iraq under the pretext of
eliminating weapons of mass destruction and “liberating” the
Iraqi people from the iron fist of the former regime.

Aside from the ups and downs of the relationship between
the two countries, I believe in the saying of “let bygones be
bygones”..

The crucial question now is how to promote this
relationship?

We have been hearing about different British aid to Iraq,
and that many papers were signed by the two parties for that
purpose. However, very little results have been seen on the
ground.

As an academic, there is a lot for the British side to do in
order to help Iraq in the education sector. One way to do so is
to deduct a percentage of every sum of financial aid or funds to
be used in developing educational programs under the
supervision of the British government.

These programs could cover for example: mutual
supervision on thesis and dissertations, group work on research
papers; exchange of faculty members and outstanding students
for short term programs, donation of text books and laboratory
apparatus, and the like..

As a faculty member at the political system department, I
would like to take this opportunity and request you to
encourage your Iraqi colleagues to adopt the idea of “shadow
cabinet” at the Iraqi House of Representatives. This will help
the Iraqi legislature to quit the idea of practicing consensual
democracy, and quit the idea of approving drafts on the basis
of what so called “package deals”. Indeed, creating a shadow
cabinet will help organize parliamentary opposition, and assert
the duty of opposition in scrutinizing governmental policies and
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actions, and in return offering practical alternative programs
and solutions.

I would like to conclude by saying that it’s about time to give
Iraqis a better life after witnessing a history of bloodshed,
destruction and societal rift. We have the manpower and
financial resources to rise again, but we lack sincere support
from our friends and allies, and probably some guidance to
establish formal and informal integrated institutions in order to
rebuild our state on modern bases; to do so, I believe Britain
has to be at the core of the events in Iraq, and sincerely involve
in reform programs at all levels. Otherwise, depending on
traditional relations shall lead us nowhere. We need to think of
establishing practical relations away from the formalities and
complicated hierarchal bureaucratic procedures.

Many thanks for your kind attention. I am looking forward
to seeing more of this fruitful gathering in the future. I wish
you a successful visit to Iraq.
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The Historical Side

Since 1980, the foreign relations of Iraq were influenced by a
number of controversial decisions by their president who had a
good relations with the Soviet Union and a number of western
countries such as France and Germany, who provided him with
advanced weapons systems. He also developed a tenuous relation
with the United States, who supported him during the Gulf War I (
Irag—Iran war). But during the Gulf War I, Iraq's relations with
the Arab World and the West. Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria and
others are changed from supporters into opposites for its
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System.After that system , Iraq becomes a democratic state that
succeeded in establishing relations with various nations around
the world *.
The Political Side
UK government has looked at its role inlIraq in terms of
UK security until now and this is likely to be the main influence on
policy in the short and medium term. The challenges from
terrorism in world, means that the current UK government will
likely maintain a similar policy for the coming years.The Iraq
government along with its British counterpart believe that the
terrorist organizations whether al-Qaeda or Daesh target to defeat
the infrastructure of both nations and all the world *so the UK
needs to support Iraq in the war on terrorism inside it in order to
not let terrorism to be the stronger regionally and internationally
and this threating the interests of the Western forces in the Western
World °.UK sends dozen more troops to Iraq to fight Daesh and
they are also along with USA forces train and mentor the Iraqi
forces during their fight against Daesh. Besides, Iraqi forces backed
by coalition air strike have liberated and the victims of Daesh are
being helped by our humanitarian support’. Finally ,Big victory
over Daesh in Iraq have been done by the Iraqi forces(Hashed Al
shabi Popular Mobilization Forces and Iraqi Federal Police)with
the forces of coalition as declared by the prime minster of Iraq ,Al-
Abadi’.

At the moment the UK is happy to play a minor role in Iraq
alongside the US and will act as part of a strategy to guarantee
security at home and to protect British investment in Irag®.

The Economic Side

Britain agreed on Sunday to arrange 10 billion pounds ($12.3
billion) in loans to finance infrastructure projects in Iraq over a 10
year period, a program that would only benefit British companies,
an Iraqi minister said in Baghdad.

The two countries signed a memorandum of understanding in the
Iraqi capital that serves as a framework to provide up to 10 billion
pounds in funds to specific projects during this period, including
water, sewage, electricity, healthcare and transport.

“This loan is exclusively allocated to British companies,” the ex,
Iraqi Acting Finance Minister Abdul Razzak al-Essa told a news
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conference at the signing ceremony. Interest rates will be set when
the contracts are agreed, the minister said’.

The Cultural Side

The British Council ,The UK international organizations for
cultural relations and educational opportunities ,makes an effort
On with the Iraqi cultural and educational institutions linking Iraq
with the international educational society enriching Iraq with the
UK experiences in the educational and cultural field.

It presents the developed partnerships programmes in the Ministry
of Higher Education and Scientific Researches. Besides,it presents
the training programmes supervised by Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research staff.
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Iraqi-UK relationships: concerns, chances and future

Assist Prof. Nassr Mohammed Ali

The Iraqi-UK relations have been affected recently by

the conditions which happened in both of countries, such as
economic crises, internal political competition, and Brexit from
EU. But despite the Brexit from the EU, the UK has established
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independent ties with Iraq and this relationship is unlikely to
change much, and sharp decline of pound provides to Iraq has
an opportunity to negotiate in order to get more economic
opportunities with the UK,which Has become independent
from EU restrictions, and this including Iraq's negotiations
with the United Kingdom over oil and gas deals, particularly in
Basra refineries, which were the focus of the UK's attention

.before the invasion of Iraq in 2003, the Chilcot report showed

However, the strengthening of relationships between the
UK and Iraq at all levels will not be achieved by Brexit from
the EU, but through adoption of latter (Iraq) a number of
measures that would incentivized Kingdom to engage in Iraq.
At the same time Iraq will be eligible for any support In the
future and in a way that strengthens the relationship between
Iraq and the United Kingdom. These measures include;anti-
corruption measures and the improvement of security after
victories againstISIS, especially in providing a safe
environment and preventing the emergence of terrorist threats.
This can only be achieved by implementation of political,
economic, and social measures that would eliminate the reasons
which led to the emergence of ISIS, increase legislative reforms,
and follow up the promising reform program launched by the
government of Prime Minister HaiderAl-Abadi, as well as
resolving the outstanding problems between the federal
government and the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) .it
should be note to that UK ask Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) to talks with. Baghdad about referendum and it need
for approval of the federal government about independence.

In related of security field, the United Kingdom
continues to play a key role in NATO, It is likely thatTheresa
Maywill maintain her commitment to spend 2% of the UK's
national income on defense and the Kingdom's continued play
a leading role in NATO even in the case of declining spending
on defense Moreover, the Brexit from the EU may be an
indicator of closer economic and geostrategic relations with the
US by increasing trade and activating the investment
partnership agreement across the Atlantic, and from a security
side (by way of closer relations with the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) the UK will be close to events in the Middle East,



156
56l awlloy il &8, oMl _d dle> oLl

especially that , needs to strengthen its security forces and
intelligence regain its regional and international influence in
the post-victory era on terrorism.

Although that the impact of the Brexit will be great
within the United Kingdom. Since the political system in
Britain will undergo a wide-ranging change With the end of
elections the leadership in the right party and another in the
left party. In addition to economic instability and social tension,
The UK must first deal with internal changes and instability.
Given the UK's historic and contemporary relations with Iraq
and the high volume of trade between the EU and Iraq, these
relations are unlikely to change in the near future.
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Vision in the Strategic Outlook
Dr. Hussein Mashtat Al Shabana

Introduction

The United Kingdom is one of the most important countries
that have a major role in political and economic decisions in
international forums on the Middle East and Iraq, especially
one of the important countries in the strategic perception of the
great international powers. Perhaps the British realized this
fact.

The relationship between the foreign policy establishment and
specifically the foreign policy-makers of Britain was designed
to draw new visions that are consistent with the importance of
Iraq in The Iraqi-British relations have been characterized by
an atmosphere of improvement, harmony and diplomatic
activity on all issues related to Iraq in the international
community, headed by terrorism.

The British government began to cooperate with successive
Iraqi governments to develop joint strategies to combat
terrorism and draw up plans to contribute to the
reconstruction of Iraq Despite the mutual visits and the media
statements, we have not seen any real signs of support from
Britain towards the Iraqi government, even though Iraqi
society is burdened with social, political and economic crises
Through all the experiences, the UK foreign policy has not been
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one direction because the government pursues multiple foreign
policies at the same time because it involves a variety of
institutions, actors, external pressures and by type of case and
has thus played a global role through its financial, industrial
and maritime power and extensive outreach has greatly helped
to strengthen Its strength, which was made by a superpower, a
permanent member of the Security Council, a founding
member of NATO and an active member of the WTO,
European countries, the Organization for Security and
Cooperation and the Commonwealth, is the legacy of the
British Empire.

Hence, Iraq has great importance in its strategic perceptions to
implement its interests in the Middle East for a number of
reasons, including:

1- Iraq is a cornerstone for stability in the Gulf region and has
an influential Arab role.

2- The stability of Iraq and its success in the consolidation of
democracy as a civil model that greets Britain for its success
and supports stability in the region.

3- It is of great importance to the British interests inside and
outside the region

4- 1t has a role in preserving the regional balance of its
geostrategic location and its relationship with Iran and the
Arab countries.

5-It has huge oil reserves and great human resources

Common strategic interests between Iraq and Britain:

The Iraqi and British governments seek to build sound
foundations for their bilateral relations, which will allow
lasting and lasting mutual respect after years of doubt and
mistrust imposed by the years of isolation that Iraq has
experienced through the policies of the former regime. The
Iraqi and British governments feel that their meeting space has
begun to widen gradually with the successive changes that have
taken place in Iraq after 2003, which have helped to develop
common interests that cannot be overlooked. These interests
are summarized as follows:

1- The War on Terror: Both the Iraqi government and its
British counterpart view terrorist organizations as al-Qaeda
and other militant organizations as targeting the stability of the
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two countries in their political and social structures, ethnically
and religiously. The British government supports Iraq in its
fight against terrorism.

2- Stability in Iraq: Britain feels that there is a moral and
political duty to support the stability efforts in Iraq. This is due
to the role that London played in overthrowing Saddam
Hussein in 2003. Britain is making serious efforts to create the
appropriate political, economic and military conditions for the
Iraqi government to enforce the law and provide security
requirements. To citizens realizing that the stability of Iraq
means the stability of the Middle East and instability in it will
reflect negatively on the entire region and may extend its
negative effects on the world as a whole of the region's oil and
gas.

3- Dissemination of democracy and the culture of human
rights: The efforts of the British and Iraqi governments to
support the nascent democracy in the latter, based on the
principles of respect for human rights and trading Peaceful
power of the people and the control of the performance of the
government through the elected legislative authority. Britain
offers the view that Iraq can be a model of democracy and
values of tolerance in the Arab region, and that the movements
of some to support this model are in keeping with the state of
political backwardness imposed by some Arab governments on
their peoples for decades.

4- Common economic interests: The Iraqi and British
governments aim to increase trade and economic cooperation
in all fields. The British government is seriously considering the
high rates of trade between the two countries in the future.
The drawing of the new vision of the British Foreign Office is
necessary to strengthen Britain's position and protect its
economic and political interests in the world. This is done
through:

1- Activate British diplomacy by strengthening bilateral
relations with important countries such as Iraq

2- Expanding the scope of British diplomatic activity and
communication so that it is not limited to official channels with
the state, but rather to a broader base that includes civil society
organizations and human rights organizations that guarantee a
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moral image that gives legitimacy to their movements and
positions even at the international level.

3- Seeking to change the stereotype that emerged in Britain to
participate in the occupation of Iraq and the destruction of
infrastructure.

4- The important aspect is the popular communication with the
segments of Iraqi society through the support of programs and
projects of civil society organizations through which they
contribute to the development of the capacities of women,
children, youth and institution building in a scientific and
studied manner and raise its performance.

5- Building advanced intellectual programs to reduce the
phenomenon of terrorist extremism and support the systems
and centers that seek to build human (youth) and protect them
from deviation.

6- Building the correct international relations depends on the
extent of the interaction of the parties in achieving their
interests and for the success of relations and strengthening
between Britain and Iraq. It is necessary to draw future
prospects in addition to contributing to support the building of
the infrastructure of the Iraqi state. Here we focus on the
cultural aspect and the role of Britain:

We need the process of communication and preparation of
expertise, especially Britain advanced in building the political
horizon and has a solid political system and a democratic
experience is solid and this may be your contribution to:

1- Development courses to increase capacity and cooperate in
research

- Technical cooperation in equipment and equipment2

3- Cultural cooperation in general

4- Student activities for youth communication in the
rehabilitation of young men and women.

5- Supporting civil society organizations and consolidating the
bases of dealing and capacity development because this
experience is new to Iraq and is dependent on Britain.

6- To seek the rehabilitation of Iraqi people and raise its level
at all levels and levels

The Iraqi-British relations have undergone many stages of
development, from the development of crises and poor relations



169
63l awlloy il &8, oMl _d dle> oLl

to the stage of harmony and improvement in the relationship
between the two countries. This swing in the relationship was
subject to the effects of political relations and common
economic interests. All interactions were affected by these axes,
which reflected in one way and another the nature and
development of the relationship. 2003 and the change of the
political system in Iraq, which established a new phase in the
relations between Britain and Iraq, based on mutual interests.
In order to support the process of improvement in the
relationship between the two countries, it is necessary to find
new mechanisms to deal with and support the development of
the positive relationship between the two countries. This is
what the Iraqi and British governments have adopted to
promote the level of this relationship in order to serve the
political and economic interests of the two countries. The
American trend for that

Despite the invalidity of the US pretexts for Iraq that caused
mass destruction, the results were clear to British politicians
that the war in Iraq was illegitimate in 2003, and Blair's
previous policy failure, which created a bad stereotype of
Britain in the eyes of the Iraqis, prompting the British decision
maker to start supporting Iraq And its support for exploiting
the new conditions to build a new strategy that achieves as
much of its interests as possible
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Iraqi-Britain relations in post invasion

Phase

Dr.Amer Hasan Thabt
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INTRODUCTION

The aim of this paper is give an overall assessment of the
Iraqi-Britain relations, taking the year 2003 as launching
point. That year witnessed the beginning of a chain of major
events in the history of relations between two sides; the first
was the collapse of Saddam’s regime on the 9th April, 2003,
and the second was the presence of the military troops of the
United Kingdom in south of the country and took the control
over the Basrah province.

However, the history of British—Iraqi relations date back to
the creation of Iraq in 1920, when it was founded by Great
Britain; by establishing separate provinces from Mosul to
Basra.

The most important thing here is to highlight on Iraqi-Brittan
relations in post-invasion 2003 onward. Following, to 2003,
the United Kingdom attempted to confirm its presence in Iraq,
and it wanted to restore its past once again.

However, the relations between two sides have been
developed after 2003, that was at a number of levels among
them the co-operation on the political level, and co-operation
on the security and military level, not to mention the
cooperation on economic level. That means the Iraqi state is
extremely important in the British perceive.

First, Co-operation on the political level.

The reform of the political process in Iraq, is to be considered
by the British government. To fulfill their obligations\
commitments toward the Iraqi people, however the role of
British government should take into account the work together
with the current Iraqi government on the implementation the
following steps:
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- To give an advice to the Iraqi government that there is need
to establish an "inclusive Iraqi government", one that includes
all factions of Iraqi society regardless of their religious
affiliations. This will help to create a positive political
environment that enables all political parties to participate in
the political process

- To urge of the Iraqi government regarding the Separation
and independence of the executive, legislative assembly and
judiciary is crucial. This should prevent dominance of the
presidency and so avoid further dictatorship.

- To work together with the Iraqi government regarding the
treating of the mistakes that have happened in the articles of
the Iraqi constitution and find the suitable solutions of it.

- To Take part in the next elections in Iraq 2018, via the

Supervision and monitoring, for the purpose to prevent the
Iranian interference in changing the results of the next election
by rigging the elections to favor some of the Shia political
parties.

- To stop the regional intervention in Iraq affairs, and in
particular Iranian interference to change the results of the
elections in favor of it at the expense of the Iraqi people. This
will contribute greatly to improving the political process as a
whole in Iraq at all these levels and offer Iraqis the right to run
Iraq.

- To stop the De-Ba’athification law, article (4) has been
misused and exploited in achieving political agendas by
security officials at the expense of other factions of society
and this needs to be addressed. The outcome of this misuse
has been random arrests and prison sentences without
justification for thousands of innocent Iraqi men and women.
This includes tribal leaders, elite people and even underage
teenagers; the continuation of this will lead to further
sectarianism

Second, Co-operation on the security and military level.
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The responsibility of British government toward the Iraqi
people at this level of co-operation are:

-The continuing of supporting by the British government to
the Iraqi government in its war on the Counter-terrorism and\
or what the so-called ISIS.

- Its continuing in training of the Iraqi security forces, against
the terrorism. That means providing them with the developing
weapons, ammunition, advice, and intelligent information
about the terrorist groups and their existence places.

- Re-structuring of the Iraqi army, that could be achieved via,
the preventing of militias and forces that out of control of the
government to access or incorporated to the Iraqi army to
ensure a military institution is to be far away from the
sectarianism .

- Also, one of the demands is that the British government has
to take immediate and serious actions to secure and monitor
borders using qualified security forces to stop the regional
intervention in Iraq, and in particular from Iranian side. This
will contribute greatly to improving the state in Iraq at the
security and military level.

Third, co-operation on economic level.

The responsibility of British government toward the Iraqi
government is embodied in the following tasks.

- To work together with the Iraqi government, to fight against
the corruption among government officials and
unemployment among Iraqis. Therefore, the government has
to be serious in setting a strategic solution to eradicate
corruption through verification and application of corruption
laws without excluding any individual in general, and the
cabinet and politicians in particular.

-Accountability of the corrupt will also help minimizing the
spread of corruption in the country.

- Equal distribution of the wealth and encouragement of
foreign investment in the country will contribute greatly by
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creating more job opportunities for people in Iraq, which will
be positively reflected in the economy of Iraq in general.

- Developing the projects of investment in Iraq, through the
encouragement of the British companies to invest in Iraq, and
in particular the concentrating on rehabilitation of the
infrastructure in Iraq.

- Taking part in re-building of the Iraqi cities that have
destroyed by ISIS, in particular the host areas ( areas that
located in western of Iraq).

Fourth, support the education and cultural sector

To develop the educational sector in Iraq that requires from
the British government take into account the following tasks:
-enhance the co-operation between Iraqi —British universities
via the attendance the workshop at the British universities also
the attendance of the conference that will lead to improve
skills of the lecturers at the Iraqi universities.

- To improve the quality of education. By promoting quality
education, sharing international best practice and facilitating
dialogue between the academic staff, policy makers
practitioners and education leaders, that may lead to the
whole-system reform to help improve learning outcomes.

- Reactivate the program that includes the sending the
outstanding students in their studies to the British universities
during the summer holiday to gain on training and
experiences.

- To enable students at Iraqi universities to develop their skills
and understanding, they need to join with the students at the
British universities to gain on skills and experiences to
achieve success at universities and improve their international
competitiveness in the future.
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