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General features about the shepherd in the Mesopotamia

Dr. Rajaa Kadhim Ageel

University of Thi-Qar
College of Arts

Abstract

The shepherd is one of the important personalities who had a great
role in the thought and belief of the inhabitants of Mesopotamia, as the
cuneiform texts gave us important, valuable and diverse information about
the shepherd and the things and aspects associated with him. When a
person hears this word, the shepherd who tends sheep, cattle and other
animals comes to his mind, while the meaning of this word, according to
what the cuneiform texts have revealed to us, carries other dimensions,
especially with regard to the moral dimension of this word, so they
referred to some gods as the guardian of all humanity. Not only that, but
the patroness of the entire universe, as they also referred to the king as a
patron of people and a patron of the subjects of the gods, and how the
gods appointed the kings of Mesopotamia to be the patrons of the people
who are originally the subjects of these gods.

Keywords: Mesopotamia, Hamurapi, Cuneiform writing, Kings, Gods.
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