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Abstract

Religious tourism brings together many factors« including economic« social¢ cultural¢
demographic« technological and political ones. It is important in human life« as it
achieves spiritual contact between a man and his Creator from the holy places. And
the sacrifice of cutting off the head or hands to hold a shrine or kiss the dirt¢ this
feeling led to attracting increasing numbers of visitors« which led to the development
of religious cities and the increase in their importance. Governorates of Iraq the
Karbala governorate was my choice for research due to its reputation at the local level
and at the level of the Islamic world« as it includes the shrines of Imam Hussein« his
brother Abbas and their companions« peace be upon them. Religious visits exercise a
direct impact on the economic« social¢ cultural and educational sectors in the holy
governorate of Karbala in addition to That it can be an important source of hard
currency to improve the balance of payments situation« increase national income:«
increase the volume of employment and expand the production base. The activity of
religious visits can match any activity in any other sector in terms of speed and
flexibility.
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