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The journal accepts scientific research papers that falls in
specializations of :

- Archaeology of both branches ancient and Islamic Archaeology.
- Ancient languages with their dialects and comparative studies.

- Cuneiform Inscriptions and ancient inscriptions.

- Historical and cultural studies.

- Archaeological geology.

- Archaeological survey techniques.

- Anthropological studies.

- Conservation and restoration.

The journal accepts research papers in both Arabic and English
languages.

For interested researchers to publish in our journal, kindly sign up
at our website (platform) through the following link:

https://athar.mosuljournals.com

4-

After signing up, the researcher will receive a confirmation email of
registration and password that can be used for the access to the
website of the journal through using the registration email and the
password sent through the following link:

uom.atharalrafedain@gmail.com

The platform (website) will give the researcher the permission to
log on in order to submit his/ her research paper through a number
of steps starting from filling some related information which can be
displayed later after uploading the research paper.

The format of the paper should be designed according to the

instructions of the journal as follow:

- The research paper should be printed on (A4) paper, Microsoft
Word with single spaces between lines, Simplified Arabic font
for Arabic language and Times New Roman for English
language.

- The title of the research should be typed in the middle of the
page, followed by the name of the researcher, his/ her academic
degree, full work address, e-mail and font size is (15) for both
Arabic and English.

- The font size of the body of the research is (14) and as for the
margins is (12).

- Shapes and images are placed at the end of the research paper.

- Margins are placed at the end of the research paper after the
images and illustrations and they should be arranged in an
ascending order.
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- The name of the source is mentioned in full in the margin along
with abbreviation of the source placed in brackets at the end of
the margin.

- Tables and shapes should be numbered consecutively and
according to their place in the research paper and should have
titles. They should be submitted separately and charts should be
in black ink and images should be in high definition quality.

- Arabic sources should be translated into English (Bibliography)
and should be placed after margins at the end of the research
paper.

- The dimension of the A4 paper for all directions should be
(2.45) for the top and bottom of the page and (3.17) for the left
and right of the page.

The research paper should have an abstract in Arabic and English

languages, with no less than (150) words and it shouldn’t exceed

(250) words.

The researcher (the writer of the paper) should provide the

following information to the paper:

- The research paper should be sent to the journal without names.

- The researcher shall send in a separate document the following
information in both Arabic and English: full name, scientific
degree, certificates, work place (Department/ College/
University), a brief title to the research paper which includes the
most prominent foundations, and an ORCID number to the
researcher.

The researcher should take into consideration the following

scientific conditions in writing the research paper since they are

going to be the basis of accepting the paper. These conditions are:

- The researcher should identify the importance of his/ her
research paper and the objectives he/ she are seeking to achieve
as well as mentioning the purpose of its application.

- The research paper should have a scope of study and the
community that the researcher wishes to study in his/ her paper.

- The researcher should take into consideration the selection of the
appropriate methodology that is in harmony with the topic of the
paper. In addition, the researcher should consider the tools of
data collection which are in harmony with the research paper
and the adopted methodology.

- The researcher should consider the selection of the relevant and
updated sources of information that the researcher depends as
well as the accuracy in quotations and reference to the related
SOurces.
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Note:

The researcher should consider writing the results that he/ she
reach and making sure of their validity and relation to the
research questions or the hypothesis that was place at the body
of the paper.

The research paper has not been previously published or
submitted for the purpose of obtaining a scientific degree or
extracted from the intellectual property of another researcher,
and the researcher must pledge in writing during the submission
process.

The number of pages of the paper should not exceed (25) pages
and in case of exceeding this number, the researcher shall pay an
additional amount of (3000 Iraqi Dinars IQD) for each additional
page.

The submitted copies of the research paper are not going to be
returned to the researcher whether it is accepted for publishing
or not.

The researcher should edit any of linguistic or typing mistakes.
The researcher should submit a hard (printed) copy along with a
soft copy on (CD) after editing it and notifying him of the
acceptance to publish.

The journal is functioning according to self-funding. Therefore,
the researcher bears the publication and plagiarism fees of
(115.000 1QD) one hundred and fifteen thousand Iragi dinars
only.

Each researcher is provided with a copy of his/ her research. As
for the full copy of the journal, it is requested from the journal’s
secretariat in return for a fee set by the editorial board.

All ideas and opinions that are mentioned in the research papers which
are published at our journal express the opinions of the researchers and
their intellectual orientations directly. They do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the editorial board. Hence, it is worthy to note
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Preface

With more confidence and optimism and in order to be in cope
with the pace of the academic and scientific electronic
publications in the fields of Archeology, History, and Ancient
Languages; we are pleased to publish the second part of the
Eighth Volume of Athar Al-Rafedain Journal. It is issued by
College of Archeology at University of Mosul. This issue
included a valuable collection of Archaeological, Historical and
Cultural researches and studies.

We ask God the Almighty for repayment and success.

Prof. Khalid Salim Ismael
Editor-in-Chief
1- June - 2023






A pottery Lamp Foundation Deposit from a Post-Assyrian

Context at Nineveh

Noemi La Cara’

Abstract:
The article discusses a Post-Assyrian foundation deposit containing

a complete pottery lamp which was found during the Iragi-Italian excava-
tions by the SBAH and the University of Bologna in the Lower Town of
eastern Nineveh.

Keywords: pottery, lamp, foundation, deposit, Nineveh.

* University of Bologna/Italy.
E-mail: noemilacara96@gmail.com
ORCID: 0009-0005-0557-6097
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Introduction:

Since 2019, the Iragi-ltalian NINEVE project at Eastern Nineveh,
directed by Nicolo Marchetti on behalf of the University of Bologna and
the Iraqgi State Board of Antiquities and Heritage has among its objectives
the investigation of the occupational sequence of the lower city with the
aim also to increase and expand our knowledge of the site which was
mostly limited to Tell Kuyunjiq and Tell Nebi Yunus prior to these re-
newed excavations. In fact, before our project we did not have an ade-
quate idea of how the urban fabric of Sennacherib’s (705/4-681 BCE)
capital was organized within the 700 hectares of its walled area and also

of its later history (Fig. 1).

Several pottery lamps from the Iron I11A period traditionally called
the 'Neo-Assyrian I1' period (7" century BCE) were found in the excava-

tions of the Iragi-ltalian Expedition. The contexts in the lower city exca-

20



2023/ 8 aaa/ 2 7z [ el B dlsa

vation areas have in fact given many lamps Most of them are preserved in
fragments. However, there are also complete specimens that make it pos-
sible to elaborate on a specific typology. From a preliminary analysis of
the spatial distribution of the materials in question, it is clear that they
were most commonly used in domestic contexts. We have documented
also a very coherent immediately post-Assyrian phase (which we call Iron
I11B) in several excavation areas: what is immediately striking of its pot-
tery assemblage is its high degree of continuity with the preceding hori-

Z0n.

Lamps of the Neo-Assyrian period are well known and they mostly
belong to the so-called 'pipe lamp' type (Anastasio 2010: 146-147, pl.
35.2), documented, for example, at Kalhu (Nimrud), Assur (Qal’at Shar-
gat) and Dur-Sarruken (Khorsabad) (see respectively Oates 1959: pl.
XXXIX.103; Curtis and Reade 1995: fig. 151; Miglus et al. 2000: fig.
29d; Loud and Altman 1938: 248-249, pl. 63). In most cases, the surface
of the lamp fragments found during the excavations in the lower town of
Nineveh was blackened by contact with fire and encrusted with bitumen:
Thus indicating the actual use of the lamps as a means of illumination.
The pipe-lamp type has a wheel-made globular body with a rounded rim,
a long curved hand-made spout, and no decoration. The lamps are fairly

standardized and have an oval-shaped body.

The finding of a wholly preserved oil lamp in Area (A) of the ‘pipe’
type from an immediately Post-Assyrian context in a pit is especially in-
teresting (Figs. 2-3). The Post-Assyrian lamp from area (A) has a rim di-
ameter of 7 cm, a base diameter of 4 cm, and an overall height of 7 cm
(Fig. 4-5). The fabric color is light brown (Munsell color: 7.5YR 6/3)
with mineral and vegetable inclusions varying in size 0.5 -1 mm and in
frequency 3-10% (Fig. 6).

21
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Area (A) first opened in 2019 and measuring 12 x 7.5 m is located
along one of the trenches (which we call no. 1) cut by Daesh during the
occupation of Mosul. Preliminary analyses of the material culture from
the excavations of Area (A) identified evidence ranging from the Neo-
Assyrian Il to the Early Islamic periods. Our perfectly preserved pottery
specimen was discovered within a pit from phase 4 (Iron I11B) which is a
complex of rooms functioning as a kitchen: the pit is approximately 15
cm deep and it was filled with ash (Fig. 3). The pit was found at the base
of the construction of a newly built wall sealing and dividing the previous
construction level (Fig. 2). The pit’s location and contents lead us to be-
lieve that this was a foundation deposit for the construction of the new
building (on which in general see Bunimowitz and Zimhoni 1993; Hunt
2006: 1-5, 197; Ellis 1968: 160-168). “The lamp deposited within the pit

was unused supporting its reading as a foundation deposit.
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Fig. 2 — View from South-East of area A during the 2020
excavations.

Fig. 3 — The votive pit P.1737+F.1738.
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4 — Photo of lamp NE.20.P.156/1.

Fig.5 — Drawing of lamp NE.20.P156/1.
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Fig. 6 — Close range photo of the fabric of lamp NE.20.P.156/1.

(i) The ‘foundation ritual’ entails some ritual act that occurs immediately before or
during the construction of the building. In contrast, the term 'foundation deposit'
refers to materials including intentionally buried sacrificial remains. In this sense,
‘foundation’ refers to the foundation or initiation of building projects and not the
physical foundations of a building. The characteristic of this ceremonial rite is the

collocation of the deposit which is within the structure itself.
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