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Preface 

 

 With more confidence and optimism and in order to be in cope 

with the pace of the academic and scientific electronic 

publications in the fields of Archeology, History, and Ancient 

Languages; we are pleased to publish the second part of the 

Eighth Volume of Athar Al-Rafedain Journal. It is issued by 

College of Archeology at University of Mosul. This issue 

included a valuable collection of Archaeological, Historical and 

Cultural researches and studies. 

 

  We ask God the Almighty for repayment and success. 

 

 

 

                                     Prof. Khalid Salim Ismael 

                                     Editor-in-Chief 

                          1- June - 2023 
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A pottery Lamp Foundation Deposit from a Post-Assyrian 

 Context at Nineveh 

 

 

Noemi La Cara
*
 

 

Abstract: 

The article discusses a Post-Assyrian foundation deposit containing 

a complete pottery lamp which was found during the Iraqi-Italian excava-

tions by the SBAH and the University of Bologna in the Lower Town of 

eastern Nineveh. 

Keywords: pottery, lamp, foundation, deposit, Nineveh. 

 
 

  

                                                      
* University of Bologna/Italy. 

E-mail: noemilacara96@gmail.com  
ORCID: 0009-0005-0557-6097 
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من مدينة  سراج فخاري من العصر الاشوري الحديث في ضوء ترسب الأساس
 نينوى 
 

 لا كارا نويمي

 11/1/1212قبول:التاريخ                          1/11/1211 :التقديمتاريخ        
 

 الممخص:

تاا   الاا ي ،مكتشااف فااي ترسااب  سااس فااي مو ااى مدينااة نينااوى  فخاااري سااراج  البحااثينااا   
الهيئاة العاماة لاثاار  با   التي اجريات مانالإيطالية -العرا ية  تنقيباتالمال عا العثور عليه خلال 

 .الاثرية نينوى  مدينة وجامعة بولونيا في المدينة السفلى في شرق  والتراث
 ترسب، نينوى. اساس، ،مصباح فخار، الكممات المفتاحية:

 

 

Introduction: 

Since 2019, the Iraqi-Italian NINEVE project at Eastern Nineveh, 

directed by Nicolò Marchetti on behalf of the University of Bologna and 

the Iraqi State Board of Antiquities and Heritage has among its objectives 

the investigation of the occupational sequence of the lower city with the 

aim also to increase and expand our knowledge of the site which was 

mostly limited to Tell Kuyunjiq and Tell Nebi Yunus prior to these re-

newed excavations. In fact, before our project we did not have an ade-

quate idea of how the urban fabric of Sennacherib’s (705/4-681 BCE) 

capital was organized within the 700 hectares of its walled area and also 

of its later history (Fig. 1). 

Several pottery lamps from the Iron IIIA period traditionally called 

the 'Neo-Assyrian II' period (7
th

 century BCE) were found in the excava-

tions of the Iraqi-Italian Expedition. The contexts in the lower city exca-
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vation areas have in fact given many lamps Most of them are preserved in 

fragments. However, there are also complete specimens that make it pos-

sible to elaborate on a specific typology. From a preliminary analysis of 

the spatial distribution of the materials in question, it is clear that they 

were most commonly used in domestic contexts. We have documented 

also a very coherent immediately post-Assyrian phase (which we call Iron 

IIIB) in several excavation areas: what is immediately striking of its pot-

tery assemblage is its high degree of continuity with the preceding hori-

zon. 

Lamps of the Neo-Assyrian period are well known and they mostly 

belong to the so-called 'pipe lamp' type (Anastasio 2010: 146-147, pl. 

35.2), documented, for example, at Kalḫu (Nimrud), Aššur (Qal’at Shar-

qat) and Dur-Šarruken (Khorsabad) (see respectively Oates 1959: pl. 

XXXIX.103; Curtis and Reade 1995: fig. 151; Miglus et al. 2000: fig. 

29d; Loud and Altman 1938: 248-249, pl. 63). In most cases, the surface 

of the lamp fragments found during the excavations in the lower town of 

Nineveh was blackened by contact with fire and encrusted with bitumen: 

Thus indicating the actual use of the lamps as a means of illumination. 

The pipe-lamp type has a wheel-made globular body with a rounded rim, 

a long curved hand-made spout, and no decoration. The lamps are fairly 

standardized and have an oval-shaped body. 

The finding of a wholly preserved oil lamp in Area (A) of the ‘pipe’ 

type from an immediately Post-Assyrian context in a pit is especially in-

teresting (Figs. 2-3). The Post-Assyrian lamp from area (A) has a rim di-

ameter of 7 cm, a base diameter of 4 cm, and an overall height of 7 cm 

(Fig. 4-5). The fabric color is light brown (Munsell color: 7.5YR 6/3) 

with mineral and vegetable inclusions varying in size 0.5 -1 mm and in 

frequency 3-10% (Fig. 6). 
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Area (A) first opened in 2019 and measuring 12 x 7.5 m is located 

along one of the trenches (which we call no. 1) cut by Daesh during the 

occupation of Mosul. Preliminary analyses of the material culture from 

the excavations of Area (A) identified evidence ranging from the Neo-

Assyrian II to the Early Islamic periods. Our perfectly preserved pottery 

specimen was discovered within a pit from phase 4 (Iron IIIB) which is a 

complex of rooms functioning as a kitchen: the pit is approximately 15 

cm deep and it was filled with ash (Fig. 3). The pit was found at the base 

of the construction of a newly built wall sealing and dividing the previous 

construction level (Fig. 2). The pit’s location and contents lead us to be-

lieve that this was a foundation deposit for the construction of the new 

building (on which in general see Bunimowitz and Zimhoni 1993; Hunt 

2006: 1-5, 197; Ellis 1968: 160-168). 
(i)

The lamp deposited within the pit 

was unused supporting its reading as a foundation deposit.  
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Fig. 1 – Site of Nineveh with the Iraqi-Italian excavation 

areas. 
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Fig. 2 – View from South-East of area A during the 2020 

excavations. 
 

 

Fig. 3 – The votive pit P.1737+F.1738. 
 



 2222/   8/ مجلد   2مجلة اثار الرافدين / ج 

 

25 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4 – Photo of lamp NE.20.P.156/1. 

Fig.5 – Drawing of lamp NE.20.P156/1. 
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 (i)  The ‘foundation ritual’ entails some ritual act that occurs immediately before or 

during the construction of the building. In contrast, the term 'foundation deposit' 

refers to materials including intentionally buried sacrificial remains. In this sense, 

'foundation' refers to the foundation or initiation of building projects and not the 

physical foundations of a building. The characteristic of this ceremonial rite is the 

collocation of the deposit which is within the structure itself. 
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Fig. 6 – Close range photo of the fabric of lamp NE.20.P.156/1. 
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 �ȄووووورŲţƅ§ ȘطŕوووووƊƈƅ§ ÉƗ§ ووووورنƂƅ§ Ɠوووووž مƅŕوووووŸƅ§Ã ووووور§قŸƅ§ Ɠوووووž ř لÃ-  وووووثƅŕŝƅ§

 ّȑدǽƈƅ§ ǼřǽƊŕȄرŬƅ§ درŕصƈƅ§ ¨Ŭţ 
 §��ƔƆȞƊزŬƂƅ§ ȑم 

3-18 
 ŕŮǼ ȈŬŕǼ ƓƆŷر

ȈƔŷŕƈŬم إƅŕŬ دƅŕŦ 
 Ɔƈƅ§ řƊŗ§ ƓśÃȞÃȞك Š µƊ Ɠž ƓƄƅÃŮدƔد ƈن §Ÿƅ§ Ȇţśƈƅر§ŕŮ-ƓƁت

19-26 ƓƈǽÃƊ §رŕȞ  
Ŭوور§ج Ŧžووŕرƈ ȑوون §Ÿƅصوور §��ŮووÃرţƅ§ ȑوودƔث žووŲ ƓووÃا śرŬوو¨ §ŬƗووŕس 

 ȐÃƊƔƊ řƊƔدƈ نƈ 

 š – 2023زȂران -1



 �� œŶřد اŮول اšǺƃوث اƀƆƃدŗƄŞƆƄƃ ŗƆ اƏƃ اŪ œƌŕœšŮواء Ŭƈرت أم ƃم Ŭƈřر. -

-  Ǻ Ƒż يرد œƆ حǻšŮř ثšœǺƃا ȆƆšřي.ŗǻŵœǺوط ŗǻوźƃ ءœن اخطƆ Ɗśš 

(، šŮƆح ƄŪǻCDم اšœǺƃث Ūƈخŗ ورƆ ŗǻſن Ūƈ ŴƆ ƊśšǺخŗ اřƂƃروƆ ŗǻƈطŕوſ ƏƄŵ ŗŵرص ) -

 œƌƈ ȆȜŬǺئŶǺ Ƒد إǺغŕƀǺ Ɗول ŬƈƄƃ ƊśšǺر.

12-  ŗźƃœǺƃل اřŪر وا��Ŭƈƃور اŞث اšœǺƃا ȆƆšřك يƃذƃ ،Ƒřذاƃا ȆȂوƆřƃا Ȗżو ŗƄŞƆƃا ȆƆŶř(115000 ŗئœƆ )

 ديœƈر ŵراȊƀż Ƒſ.وخŬŵ ŗŪƆر أƃف 

13-  Ɖددšř نƆś ءœƀƃ ŗƄŞƆƃا ŗȂرœřرȜŪ نƆ بƄطřż ŗƄƆœȜ ŗƄŞƆƃا ŗخŪƈ œƆأ ،ƊśšǺ نƆ ȆřŪƆǺ ثšœǺ ȆȜ يزود

 ىŋǻة اšřƃرȂر. 

:Ɗǻوƈř 

    ȆȜŬǺ œƌŕœšŮن آراء أŵ œƈřƄŞƆ Ƒż ورةŬƈƆƃوث اšǺƃون اřƆ Ƒż واردةƃر وا�راء اœƂżا�� ŴǻƆŞ رŕŶř

ŕŶř و�� ŗȂرȜŽƃم اƌřœƌŞوřر وŬœǺƆ.Ɗǻوƈřƃا ƏŰřſك أƃذƃ ،رȂرšřƃة اŋǻن آراء ىŵ رورةŰƃœǺ ر 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ر وا��œȜŬل اřƃوƆ ،ŗǻšǻŰرŵœŮř ȆŪƄŪřŕ ŗǺřدř.ȏوŴŰ اƌƃواƆش ŗǻœƌƈŕ اšǺƃث ŶǺد اŮƃو  -

-  ŗǻœƌƈ Ƒż ينŪوſ ينŕ درŮƆƃر اŮřخƆ ŴŰو ŴƆ شƆœƌƃا Ƒż ƆœȜ درŮƆƃم اŪا Əƃر اœŬǻ

 اƆœƌƃش.

řرſم اŞƃداول وا��œȜŬل ƏƄŵ اřƃواƑƃ وŪšǺب ورودىƑż œ اšǺƃث، وřزود œƈŶǺوȂن، وƀřدم ŋǺوراق  -

Ƃř ورŮƃود واŪر ا��ŕšƃœǺ تœخططƆƃدم اƀřو ŗƄŮŽƈƆ.ŗſدƃا ŗǻƃœŵ ون 

- ( ŗȂيزƄȜƈا�� ŗźƄƃا Əƃث اšǺƃا Ƒż واردةƃا ŗǻȁرŶƃدر اœŮƆƃم اŞرřřBibliography) دŶǺ ŴŰوřو ،

 اƌƃواƆش ŗǻœƌƈ Ƒż اšǺƃث.  

- ( ȆŽŪوا�� ƏƄŵن ا��Ɔ تœىœŞřا�� ȆȜ نƆ ŗšŽŮƃد اœŶǺون أƂř2.45 رœŪǻƃين واƆǻƃم، واŪ )

 .( Ūم3.17)

( ŗƆƄȜ، و�� يزȂد 150اŶƃرŗǻȁ وا��ƄȜƈيزƏƄŵ ŗȂ ان �� ŵ Ȇƀǻن )يŞب ان řšǻوȏ اšǺƃث ƄƆخřźƄƃœǺ œًŮين  -7

 ( ŵ250.ŗƆƄȜن )

8-  :Ƒث، وىšǺƃن اŵ ŗǻřت ا��œƆوƄŶƆƃير اżوřŕ )ŗƃœƀƆƃب اřœȜ( ثšœǺƃزم اřƄب ان يŞي 

 يŞب ان �� Űǻم اšǺƃث اƆƃرƀřƄƃ ȆŪيǻم اƏƃ اŗƄŞƆƃ اŪم اšœǺƃث، أȏ يرȆŪ اšǺƃث ŕدون اœƆŪء.  -

-  ƊƆŪث اšœǺƃا ȆŪيرŗǻƄƂƃم/ اŪƀƃا( ƊƄƆŵ نœȜƆو ƊřدœƌŬو ƑƆƄŶƃا ƊǺƀƃو ȆƆœƂƃا  ،)ŗŶƆœŞƃا /

 ƑƈروřƂƃا�� ƉدȂرŕ نŵ �ً�Űż ŗǻƆƄŵ زاتƂřرƆ نƆ وانƈŶƃا Ƒż œƆ رزŕم أŰǻ ثšǺƄƃ رŮřخƆ وانƈŵو

 ( ƄƆǺف ȆƀřŪƆ وřźƄƃœǺين اŶƃرŗǻȁ وا��ƄȜƈيزORCID) .ŗȂواƃرſم اŶřƃرšœǺƄƃ ƑŽȂث اƃـ 

9- ȉروŬƃة اœŵراƆ ثšœǺƃا ƏƄŵ،مǻيƀřƃا Ƒż سœŪا�� Ƒƌż ،ƊśšǺ ŗǺœřȜ Ƒż ŗǻřا�� ŗǻƆƄŶƃا ȉروŬƃوا :Ƒى 

ȆƆŶǻ اšœǺƃث šř ƏƄŵديد أىƊśšǺ ŗǻƆ واىداƊż اƏŶŪǻ Ƒřƃ اœƌƀǻƀšř Əƃ، وان šǻدد اźƃرض Ɔن  -

.œƌƀǻŕطř 

يŞب ان يراƑŵ اšœǺƃث اخœǻřر اŝƌƈƆƃ اǻšŮƃح اƃذȏ يŪœƈřب Ɔ ŴƆوŰوع œƆȜ ،ƊśšǺ يŞب ان  -

œǻŕƃا ŴƆŞ أدوات Ƒŵيرا.Ɗǻż ŴǺřƆƃا ŝƌƈƆƃا ŴƆو ƊśšǺ ŴƆ بŪœƈřř Ƒřƃت اœƈ 

-  œƌيƄŵ دƆřŶǻ Ƒřƃت اœƆوƄŶƆƃدر اœŮƆ رœǻřاخ Ƒŵث ان يراšœǺƃا ƏƄŵ بŞي Ƒż œƆ رœǻřث، واخšǺƃا

اƏƃ اœƈœǻŕƃت  وا��œŬرةيŪœƈřب Ɔ ƊśšǺ ŴƆراœًǻŵ اšƃداż ŗśيœƌ، واƃدŞŪř Ƒż ŗſيȆ ا��œŪœǺřſت 

Ɖذƌƃ ŗƄƆœƂƃدر. اœŮƆƃا 

ان يراř ƑŵدوȂن اœřƈƃئŝ اř ƑřƃوȆŮ اƃيœƌ، واƂŋřƃد Ɔن ƆوŰوŵيœƌř وƆدȎ يŞب ƏƄŵ اšœǺƃث  -

.ƊśšǺ نřƆ Ƒż œƌŶŰو Ƒřƃت اœǻŰرŽƃأو ا ŗǻśšǺƃا ŗƄئŪا�� ŴƆ œƌطǺراř  

-   ŗǻƂƄƆ نƆ řŪƆ أو ŗǻƆƄŵ ŗŞدر Ȇيƈƃ œƆدƀƆ نœȜ أو œƀǺœŪ ƉرŬƈ مř دſ ثšǺƃون اȜǻ  ان

ǻك خطƃذŕ دƌŶřƃث اšœǺƃا ƏƄŵث أخر، وšœǺƃ ŗȂرƂż.رŬƈƄƃ ƊƆǻدƀř دƈŵ œ 

(، ŗšŽŮ وœš Ƒżل œŞřوز اŶƃدد اƆƃطƄوب يœŞřř 25 ȆŽƂřوز ŵدد œšŽŮت اšǺƃث ŵن ) -

( Ɖدرſ œǻżœŰا œźƄŕƆ Ŵżدŕ ثšœǺƃ3000ا.ŗǻżœŰا ŗšŽŮ ȆȜ نŵ رœƈدي ) 



 ان¦اæÏٍë¢Ëاع¢ انُ°¦ �� Ġهخ آ�ب¥ 

 Ȇŕƀř اŗƄŞƆƃ اšǺƃوث اŗǻƆƄŶƃ اř Ƒż Ŵƀř ƑřƃخœŮŮت: -1

 .وا��ƑƆŪ اƀƃدǻم ŽǺرƄŵƊǻŵم ا��œśر  -

 اœƀƆƃرŗƈ. واƃدراœŪتœƌřœŞƌƄŕ  اƀƃدŗƆǻ اœźƄƃت -

 .اƀƃدŗƆǻ واƃخطوȉ اœƆŪƆƃرŗȂ اœǺœřƂƃت -

 .واœŰšƃرŗȂ اœřƃرȂخŗǻ اƃدراœŪت -

- œǻŞوƃيوŞƃر  اœśا��Ȃŗ    . 

 .ا�œśرȏ اŪƆƃح  œǻƈƀřت -

 .ǻŗا��śƈروȁوƃوŞ اƃدراœŪت -

- ŗƈœǻŮƃم اǻƆرřƃوا . 

2- .ŗȂيزƄȜƈأو ا�� ŗǻȁرŶƃين اřźƄƃœǺ وثšǺƃا ŗƄŞƆƃا Ȇŕƀř 

3-  :Ƒřا�� ȊǺراƃا ƏƄŵ ŗƄŞƆƃا Ƒż ȆيŞŪřƃر اŬƈƃœǺ راغبƃث اšœǺƃا ƏƄŵ 

https://athar.mosuljournals.com  

ŶǺد اŞŪřƃيřŪ ȆرȆŪ اŗŮƈƆƃ اŕ ƏƃرȂد اšœǺƃث اƃذƊǻż ȆŞŪ ȏ رœŽƆ ŗƃœŪدىœ أż ȆŞŪ Ɗƈيœƌ، وŪيŞد   -4

 ŴƆ ƊƄƆŶřŪا ȏذƃا ƑƈروřƂƃد ا��Ȃرŕƃا ŗǺœřȜǺ ŗƄŞƆƃا ŴſوƆ Əƃوج اƃوƃا Ƒż œƌƄƆŶřŪǻƃ ƊǺ ŗŮœخƃرور اƆƃا ŗƆƄȜ

 :Ƒřا� ȊǺراƃا ƏƄŵ Ɗǻƃت اƄŮو Ƒřƃرور اƆƃا ŗƆƄȜ 

uom.atharalrafedain@gmail.com

5-  ŗŵوƆŞƆǺ ƊśšǺ لœإدخ ŗŽŮƃا Ɖذƌŕ ŴǻطřŪǻƃ ،ȆيŞŪřƃœǺ مœſ نƆƃ ثšœǺƃا ŗŽŮ )ŴſوƆƃا( ŗŮƈƆƃح اƈƆřŪ

.ƊśšǺ ȆيƆšř دƈŵ œƌيƄŵ ا��ط��ع ƊƈȜƆǻو ƊśšǺŕ ŗſŶƃت ذات اœƈœǻŕ ƆǺ دأŕř خطواتƃن اƆ 

6-   :Ƒřو ا��šƈƃا ƏƄŵو ،ŗƄŞƆƃا Ƒż رŬƈƄƃ ŗŵœǺطƃت اœƆǻƄŶř Ȗżث وšǺƃا ŗغœǻŮ ونƂř 

(، وœżœŪƆǺت ŽƆردة ŕين ا��Ūطر، Microsoft Word(، وƈȁظœم )ǻA4طŴǺ اšǺƃث ƏƄŵ ورق ) -

 ȊخȁوSimplified Arabic  و ،ŗǻȁرŶƃا ŗźƄƃTimes New Roman  .ŗȂيزƄȜƈا�� ŗźƄƃ 

-  ŗšŽŮƃا ȊŪث وšǺƃوان اƈŵ ŴǺطǻ( مŞšǺ16 ƊƄƆŵ نœȜƆو ŗǻƆƄŶƃا ƊřŞث ودرšœǺƃم اŪا ƊǻƄي ،)

( ƑƈروřƂƃد ا��Ȃرŕƃوا ƆœȜe-mail( مŞšǺ ،)15.ŗȂيزƄȜƈوا�� ŗǻȁرŶƃين اřźƄƃœǺو ،) 

 (. 12(، أœƆ اƌƃواƆش Ƃřżون ŞšǺم )ǻ14طřƆ ŴǺن اšǺƃث ŞšǺم ) -

 řوŴŰ ا��œȜŬل واŮƃور ŗǻœƌƈ Ƒż اšǺƃث. -



 يæÐو انهغخ انÄ¦ثìخ 

 ¢ًġ èìĨ ٍÄأ.¡. ي 

 Ï¬ى انهغخ انÄ¦ثìخ / Óهìخ اí¡اة / �بيÄخ اæĞصم

 

 

 

 

 يæÐو انهغخ ا�Ôَهë¨ìخ

 و.و. ي°زبق عج¢اìė įم

 Óهìخ ا�íب¥ / �بيÄخ اæĞصم
 
 

 

 

Îì¬ُرå ¢ìرُض 

 و.و. �بئ¦ »هطبٌ ¡¥ëåش

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 ر´ìًى انغ��ف 

 êهìًěعبي¦ ا .¡ 
  



¦ë¦ح انز�|ìã 

 أ. �بن¢ »ب�� اĚبعìم

¦ë¦س انز�ìئ¥ 

 انÄ¦اق /Óهìخ ا�íب¥-�بيÄخ اæĞصم

 

 �¬ì� čُ¢¥ عج¢ انæا�¢ ¡.أ.و.

 ¦ë¢ي¦ë¦انز� 

 Óهìخ ا�íب¥/ انÄ¦اق-�بيÄخ اæĞصم

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 �ìãخ انز�¦ë¦ عضبءأ
ٌæز« �ìاث¨ìب أ.¡. انÔë¦ك/ أي¥æëæìَ /كå¦ث êَæخ »زÄبي� 

æرåا ¢ëبã ب أ.¡. ا¡لìَبĞا��ب¥/ ا ¢äÄي /�َæìخ يÄبي� 

¦Óان�� »��ث��å .¡.ب أìَبĞبد/ اë¥æ¯ا� ¢äÄي /�َæìخ يÄبي� 

 Ï¬ى انزب¥�ë/ اëطبنìب /�بيÄخ ثæنìَæب æÔìَنæ يب¥ìÓزêأ.¡. 

 Ï¬ى ا��ب¥/ انÄ¦اق /�بيÄخ ثبثم أ.¡. ë¢ãت �ìبéå عج¢ انë¦Ôى

éæ«æĞا¡ يط¦ اæ� .¡.خ ثغ¢ا¡ أÄاق /�بي¦Äان / �ë¥ى انزب¬Ï 

é¡بĘ بِ �ب»ىË¥ .¡.خ ثغ¢ا¡ أÄاق /�بي¦Äى ا��ب¥ / ان¬Ï 

êب¯ى عهã خ انج´¦ح أ.¡. عب¡لÄاق /�بي¦Äان / �ë¥ى انزب¬Ï 

êعه ¢ًġ ىë¦Ôعج¢ ان čĚبë .¡.صم أ.وæĞخ اÄاق /�بي¦Äى ا��ب¥ / ان¬Ï 

¢ì¯¥ ÎËæبٌ يìË .¡.صم أ.وæĞخ اÄاق /�بي¦Äى ا��ب¥ / ان¬Ï 

įعج¢ ا êُعج¢ انغ êَبã .¡.صم أ.وæĞخ اÄاق /�بي¦Äضب¥ح / انĜى ا¬Ï 
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