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Torches in the Light of Cuneiform Sources

Dr. Hifaa Ahmed Abd

University of Mosul
College of Archaeology

Abstract

Archaeological evidence shows that torches were used as early as
the beginning of ancient Iraqi society, which was millions of years ago,
when people first learned how to use fire, The torches were known in the
Sumerian language by several forms, for example 1ZI.GAR has moved to
the Akkadian language in the form of akanu to refer to the torch as' place
‘or' place of fire, 'which has many different ways of using it to meet the
needs and requirements of that time, whether for lighting or as signs and
symbols to meet any threat to the security of the country or pre-agreed
signs to refer to something, and did not miss the role of the torch in
religious ceremonies and rituals as well as other uses included in the
research.

Keywords: Sumerian language, Akkadian language, Mesopotamia,
Lamp, Cuneiform writing.
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University of Chicago, 1956, CAD, Q, p.69: a.
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(18) Black, J., and Green, A., Goods Demons and Symbol of Ancient Mesopotamia,
England, 1998, p.145. See also: Leick, G.A., Dictionary of Ancient Near Eastern
Mythology, London, 1991, p.136.
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Deimel, A.S., Pantheon Babylonicum, Roma, 1914, p.118.
(21) Parpola, S., Epic of Gilgames SAACT, Vol. 1, Helsinki, p.110.
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(23) Muller, K., "Hand Buch Der Vorgeschic Jungsteinzeit Textund Tafeln, Zweiter
Band Munchen Tafel, 212, No.30, p.80.
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(26) CAD, q, p.10: a.
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(34) CAD, d, p.158: a.

(35) CAD, d, p.157: b.

(36) CAD, d, p.158: a.

(37) CAD, d, p.158: a.

(38) CAD, d, p.157: a.
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(40) Dossin, G., Correspondance de IASMAH-ADDU, ARM, 5, Paris, 1952, No. 68,
p. 94-95.

CAD, d, p.157: b.

(41) Finkelstein, J.J. "Some New Misharum Material and its Implications, AS, Vol.
16, (1965), p. 233-34: 1-9.

(42) Kutscher, R., A Torchlight Festival in lagas, ASJ.5, Japan, 1983, p.59-60.

(43) CAD, G, p.113: b.

(44) CAD, G, p.114: a.
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Langdor, S., Babylon an metrology and sematic calendars, London, 1935, p.20.
(51) Gureny, D.R., Tammuz Reconsidered, ISS, Vol.7, 1962, p.157.
(52) CAD, d, p.122: a.
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Oates D., and Joan Nimrud an Assyrian Imperial City Revealed, London, 2001, p.18.
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