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Responding to those who claim similarities between the Mosque of
Samarra and the Mosque of Ahmed Ibn Tulun

Mutasim Malik Awwad
Muntaser Saleh Kazem

University of Samarra- College of Arts

Abstract

Many archaeologists and historians have mentioned that the Ahmed
Ibn Tulun Mosque is similar to the Great Mosque of Samarra. And the
first to mention this speech was Al-Magrizi, when he said: (And he built it
on the building of the Samarra Mosque). That is, Ahmed bin Tulun, and
the truth is that Al-Magrizi said this is just talk and did not attribute it to a
source, especially since we learned that Al-Magrizi was born in (764 AH)
and died in (845 AH), meaning that Al-Magqrizi was born after (485) years
of neglect and destruction of the city of Samarra, who neglected a year
(279 AH) after the caliph al-Mu'tamid left the city of Samarra and
returned the capital to Baghdad. This supports our statement that al-
Magrizi’s words were fleeting, untrue and inaccurate, especially if we
compare the two mosques. Unfortunately, the saying of Al-Magqrizi was
followed by many specialists in archeology and history, as we mentioned,
without scientific research, but rather it is imitation. The fact of the matter
is that the two mosques are different in planning and architecture, and this
is what we will detail in this study.

Keywords: Al-Malwiya, Surra Man Raa, Islamic architecture, Al-
Magqrizi, Al-Fustat.
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