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Abstract

Political and military actors are closely monitoring the range of
Chinese activities and policies in and around the Arabian Gulf
region. The issue of China's expansion and competition at all
economic and military levels, which has already begun to evolve
through the growing political presence, has been dealt with by
intelligence and specialist reports, which has become a major factor
in the Western American-British accounts, especially in the light of
the failure of Western policies towards the crises in Iraq, Lebanon
and Palestine China's relations with the Arabian Gulf region are
relatively recent and Egypt is the first Arab country to have
established relations with China, and Beijing has not relations with
the GCC countries until 1990 because, during the cold War years,
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the Gulf region was regarded as a distant region for its immediate
interests and focused on establishing and building strong relations
with Northeast and Southeast Asian countries and did not show real
interest in energy issues until 1993, when it became an importer of
most of its energy needs, as well as local considerations that limited
the early construction of relations, such as the fear of countries in
the region of the spread of Communism and China's support at that
stage for the revolutionary movements and radical tendencies in the
Arab region.

It's all changed now. Over the past few years, Sino-Gulf relations
have grown strongly, especially in economic aspects. China is now
the eighth largest trading partner of GCC countries, which in turn is
the backbone of Arab trade. As is known, China is seeking to
secure the energy resources necessary for its fast-growing
economy, and China is now the second largest consumer of oil and
the third largest importer, and its increasing consumption accounts
for 40 percent of the world's growing consumption, and China is
aware of the importance of the strategy for the Arabian Gulf
countries in general, which supply China with about 50 percent of
its oil imports and Saudi Arabia in particular, which represent the
first oil provider among these countries, and are the closest in
terms of transport routes compared to Latin American and African
countries, Given the high growth rates achieved and pursued by
China, securing the energy supply remains a matter of strategy and,
above all, national security, given the importance of the
development plans for the policies of the Chinese government
domestically, which explains China's policies towards the Arabian
Gulf region, where it considered that a secure environment should
be worked out for areas where the sources and routes of oil are
located, as well as the strategic and political importance of the Arab
Gulf States region, specifically Saudi Arabia.
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