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The impact of the sectoral specialization of the auditor on
competition strategies
An analytical study of the opinions of a sample of auditors in the city of

Erbil
Assist. Prof. Dr. Zaito Awla Abubakr
Salahaddin University-Erbil
College of Administration and Economics
zaito.abubakr@su.edu.krd

Abstract

The research aims to analyze the relationship and the impact between the
sectoral specialization of the auditor and the competition strategies represented by
the discrimination strategy and the least cost strategy in the external audit work
environment for the auditors in the city of Erbil. On a random sample among the
community of auditors in the city of Erbil, who numbered (48) individuals, then the
results were analyzed by both the statistical program (SPSS) and the EasyFit
statistical program. A number of conclusions were reached, the most prominent of
which was the presence of (relationship) and (effect) of the sectoral specialization
of the auditor on both the discrimination strategy and the least cost strategy, which
leads to the recommendation of the need to move towards the application of
sectoral specialization in auditing financial statements and facilitate all
requirements that help distribute auditors on the basis of the sectors to which they
belong, for their effective role in enhancing confidence in the published financial
statements on the one hand, and the possibility of companies and audit offices
continuing to operate and remain in the competitive market on the other.

Key words: sectoral specialization of the auditor, competition strategies, discrimination
strategy, least cost strategy.
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