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Abstract

Euphrates water exploitation has been considered a problem since the defeat
of the Ottoman Empire in World War |, which led to the division of its
property in the region. Accordingly, the Euphrates had been transformed from
a national river running within the territory of the Ottoman Empire to an
international river. Its water resources began to be shared by surrounding
countries which it passes through their lands in relation to international
agreements concerning river courses. Disputes between those countries had
emerged. Irag and Syria are considered a clear example of the water problem
raised by Turkey, from which the Tigris and Euphrates sprang. The crisis was
initially a technical crisis, and its dimensions later developed into a complex
dilemma. Strategic and political factors have been intermingled between these
countries.
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