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Egypt's Policy towards the African Coasts of the Red Sea 1863-1879
and British Reactions

Zahraa Farug Alwan

University of Baghdad
College of Education Girls

Abstract
Egypt was interested in the African coasts of the Red Sea,
especially the eastern ones, during the reign of Khedive Ismail (1863-
1879) after he realized the importance of the region to his town after the
political transformations that resulted in industrialization and industry,
which made the region a subject of ambitions for European and local
powers in the nineteenth century.

On this basis, Britain occupied Aden in 1839 to make it a
springboard for the occupation of other areas in the Somali coast, France
bought the port of Obock in 1862, and Egypt moved under Ottoman
sovereignty to settle in the ports of Suakin and Massawa in 1865, a new
contract with the sheikhs resulted in the purchase of Assab in 1869.

The opening of the Suez Canal to international navigation in 1869
Is an important historical achievement, which made all these factors race
to move towards the Red Sea region and the coast of Somalia, prompting
Khedive Ismail to plan expansion

In the south, under the Ottoman sovereignty in Zila, Tajoura,
Berbera, Aqd, Reyadah, Barawa and Kismayo, until 1877 he was able to
benefit from the Egyptian-British interest and distribute it to that region,
which is the neighboring region.

Keywords: African coasts, Khedive Ismail, Britain, Ethiopia.
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