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Beacons of guidance on land and sea routes
in the Arab Islamic State

Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Sarhan Madhe
College of Arts/ University of Babylon
art.ibrahim.sarhan@uobabylon.edu.iq

Abstract

The research deals with the study of "lighthouses™ and its singular form is
"manara” or "manar”, which is considered a symbol of Arab-Islamic
architecture. It works as a means of indication and guidance. It runs along land
and river routes, guiding trade and pilgrimage caravans to their destination.
Therefore, it is considered a means of communication and communicating
orders between headquarters. The Islamic leaders at that time were to control the
country’s remote borders, control the rebellions that might occur against the
ruling Islamic Caliphate, and deal with them in a timely manner. .

It is like an elaborate communication system with the adoption of
“beacons” distributed between the borders of the state and the headquarters of its
leadership. They are in the form of high buildings standing in the middle of the
land and at certain distances that are not connected to other buildings due to the
necessity of distinguishing them and seeing them from a distance. It seems that
their name came from those signals that were based on setting fire. From above
it at night to illuminate what is around it and smoke smoke during the day to
guide convoys. It also serves as an early warning indicating that that part or port
of the state is exposed to aggression or attack, requiring the leadership to take
the necessary measures to repel that aggression.

It seems that these buildings, known as lighthouses, have multiple types
and functions, some of which we mentioned include communication and
conveying news. The other performed the function of guidance or guidance. It
was distributed along land routes, guiding commercial caravans, wayfarers, and
caravans of pilgrims heading to the Holy Land, guiding them from the
wilderness in rugged areas and desolate desert terrain.

In addition to serving as watchtowers that protect commercial convoys
loaded with valuable materials, they are usually loaded with fighters defending
the safety of those roads from “pirates” and bandits.

Of these types of lighthouses, those erected on the shores of rivers and
seas and at ports are known as “lighthouses” and pluralized as “lighthouse.”
They guide ships as they navigate the seas using signals that are the same as
those used by land-based lighthouses, which are fires by night and smoke by
day. An example of this is the “Alexandria Lighthouse” in Egypt
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The other type of lighthouses are those erected as a symbol to
commemorate an event or celebrate the completion of an irrigation project or
any cultural achievement. Such lighthouses are usually solid, devoid of stairs,
and carry commemorative inscriptions that commemorate the history of the
project and glorify the caliphs, sultans, or princes who built it. .

The study adopted a detailed presentation of the architectural styles of the
remaining evidence of these lighthouses and the nature of work on them,
documenting them with pictures and plans.

Key Word: Beacons, external road, signals, lighthouse, minaret
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