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Abstract

Syntactic relations in Arabic clause structure are an important paradigm on
which text is based in sentence structure in order to produce a set of linguistic
methods through semantic links. Sentences are often connected by synthetic
patterns, and elision may render a sentence compound or complex. This is possible
by inserting two thoughts in a single complex sentence containing two clauses
connected semantically. While semantic connection requires no clause-to-clause
link, complex sentences, on the other hand, need a local, physical connection. Such
clause structure is highly dominant in legal language, namely in the Iraqi civil
code, as the lexical connection is remarkably noticeable in clause formation to
achieve multiple senses and references. These formations are, also, subject to
context and grammatical surroundings, which explains why legal language can
suggest various senses. These text-based variations of meaning interfere with
syntactic relations through verbal linkages, ones that help specify legal discourse,
including intra-clausal merging, elision, recapitulation, and valence.

Keywords: Arabic; Clause structure; Syntactic relations; Legal language; Iraqi
civil code.
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