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Abstract
Speech acts are used in Al-Jahidh’s Misers, with the existence of a three-

act level (locutionary, illocutionary, perlocutionary) following Austin’s (1975)
speech act theory. The locutionary act is the production of sentences in
communication, and it is used in Misers for stating and describing things. The
illocutionary act is concerned with advising and warning, and it is also used in
Misers, in the Sahl Ibn Harun’s treatise. The said treatise contained several
examples of locutionary and illocutionary acts. As for perlocutionary act, itis
used in Misers by commissives which are left to speakers and addressees to
understand and represent. As for the five-act classification, it expressly
suggests the semantic and performative force of actions and meanings
following Al-Jahidh’s style. The Misers proved that Al-Jahidh used
commissives, directives, expressives, declaratives, and represntatives.
Keywords: Al-Jahidh; Misers; Abbasid fiction; Pragmatics; Speech acts.
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