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Planning and architecture of eastern Baghdad
in the tenth century AH / sixteenth century AD
in the light of Al-Matraqi Zadeh's drawings

Assist. Prof. Dr. Haider Farhan Hussein
College of Arts/ University of Baghdad
haiderfarhan@coart.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Abstract

The Syriac language is one of the well-known ancient languages of the
ancient Near East, and it is a descendant of the Aramaic language, and one of its
most famous branches. And its use was not limited to the Syriacs themselves, as
the Persians, Greeks and Arabs used it, and it was the language of diplomacy
among the peoples of the ancient Near East.
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Baghdad, the city of peace, the capital of the Islamic metropolis that
filled the pages of history with the greatness of civilization, development and
prosperity it achieved, to the point that it became a destination for seekers of
knowledge and scholars in various sciences and arts to draw from its sources of
knowledge.

When Abu Jaafar Al-Mansur began building Baghdad in the year (140
AH/757 AD), he wanted to make it the capital of the emerging Abbasid state
and called it the City of Peace, to be an administrative and military center for
him and his followers on whom he relied to rule the state.

After completing the construction of Round Baghdad, Al-Mansur began
building the eastern side, as Al-Tabari refers to this by saying: (Al-Mansur built
Al-Rusafa, and made for it a wall, a ditch, a field, and an orchard, and ran water
for it)

The new city was known as the Mahdi camp, and a bridge connected
them to serve as military barracks led by his son Muhammad al-Mahdi (158-169
AH/775-785 AD) outside the circular capital. Work on it began in the year (151
AH/768 AD) and was completed in the year (159 AH/776 AD) and when He
was pledged to the caliphate after his father. He built a magnificent palace and a
mosque, and people wanted to live and reside there, and it was called Al-Rusafa.

Since then, the city took on its cultural role and people wanted to live in
it, especially since it became the headquarters and residence of the Abbasid
caliphs, leaders and notables until urbanization expanded and the buildings
varied between religious, educational, residential and service.

Al-Mataraki photographed for us a plan of that city that stood on the
banks of the Tigris River, explaining its general layout, walls, paths, and
buildings.

Key Word: Eastern Baghdad, the inner citadel, So Qabi, Bektash Khan.
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