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Abstract

Pre-Islamic poetry is a creative state that emerges from the fusion of exceptional talent, earnest
experience, genuine emotion, expressive language, and acute sensitivity. This body of work has
demonstrated its capacity to accommodate various modern critical approaches. The study applies one
of the principles of Reception Theory, namely aesthetic distance, to the poetry of Al-Khansa,
particularly her elegy for her brother Sakhr, which forms its central focus. In this context, Sakhr
becomes an imagined, intellectual character, turning Al-Khansa’s treatment of him into something
exceptional. This creates a provocative effect on the reader through features that deviate from
conventional forms of expression and challenge the norms and expectations held by the audience.
The imagery becomes deceptive, maneuvering the reader into encountering extended gaps and
labyrinths that require active filling. Through this disillusionment and the clash between the reader’s
horizon and the text’s horizon, the aesthetic distance in Al-Khansa’s poetry emerges, embedding her
emotional burdens and the pangs of her sorrow over the loss of her brother.

Key Words: Aesthetic Distance, Horizon of Expectation, Al-Khansa, Reception Theory, Mourner’s
Character
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