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Stative Speech Acts in Sayyid Al-Hemiary’s Poetic Discourse: The
Grammaticalization of Pragmatic Functions
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Abstract

In this paper, speech act theory is applied to poetic discourse with an
emphasis on Sayyid Al-Hemiary’s poems. This is achieved by analyzing the
verbal structures used in the said poems given the nature of these poems as to
imagery and doctrinal aspects. Speech acts, hence, used in these poems
purportedly suggest persuasion, direction, and intention. Additionally, there
are several sub-themes questioned here, among which are the nature of poetic
discourse, as distinguished of other discourse types, the characteristics of
poetics, the pragmatic perspective of discourse sub-genres, and the
identification of poetic language, which is possible through the contexts of
formation, the levels of addressees, and the intentions of poetic discourse. This
raises further problematic issues, that is how to address the discourse meaning,
as a creative communicative unit, whose structure follows its communication
functions. How the pragmatic analysis in speech act theory semi-consideration
goes beyond performative discourse, as a whole communicative effective
means. How the pragmatic analysis unfolds locutionary acts in the formation
of the entire performative discourse. This paper, therefore, addresses these
issues and questions to reach inconclusive findings, and this is, probably, can
be achieved by understanding locutionary forces and acts in poetic discourse.
Keywords: Stative verbs; Speech acts; Poetic discourse; Arabic poetry.
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