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Abstract:

This study examines the role of media education as a booster of public
awareness towards content and materials shown on social media networks.
Thus, a survey analysis was conducted and a 145-student sample was
selected. The population involved students majored in public relations and in
journalism of the Department of Media, College of Arts, Wasit University.
Using a designed comprehensive methodology, the study covered all the pre-
examined items. The study finds that media education helps students deal
with social media sites, guide them how select appropriate content, raise
students' awareness towards materials streamed on different media, and help
them avoid disrespectful content. An-awareness of inappropriate content
enhances individuals' skills and know-how necessary to develop responsible
and reliable persons. Those university-level persons should be informed of
the risks and consequences of such inappropriate media. Additionally, the
study proves that TikTok is a top producer of disrespectful content due to
lack of censorship and accountability. Many influencers and content creators
take to social media by presenting immoral, disrespectful materials and
actions to gain profits, follow-ups, and fans.

Keywords: Media education, Public awareness, Societal roles, Social media
content, Disrespectful Content.
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