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Abstract

The research aims to highlight and reveal the demographic
characteristics of the rural population and the nature of its spatial variation in
Wasit Governorate for the year (2023). Such studies are necessary in
development plans to know the needs of the population from the necessary
requirements, as the geographical distribution of the population in terms of
number and proportion of the population, the characteristics of the age and
gender composition were addressed. The level of administrative units and an
explanation of the reasons for the discrepancy among administrative units, as
well as a statement of the qualitative composition of the male and female
population and knowledge of the rural and agricultural population density in
the study area The research found that there is a spatial and temporal
variation in the numbers of rural residents within the administrative units, as
the total number in the year (2013) was about (509349) people, while their
number increased in the year (2023) by about (578123) people, i.e. an
increase of (68774) people, and reached its maximum in the districts of Al-
Suwaira, Al-Kut and Al-Aziziyah, and its lowest was recorded in each of the
Badra district and the sub-districts of Jassan and Zurbatiyah. The population
growth rate for all rural residents within the administrative units reached
about (1.27) people, and the growth rate and population increases are in dire
need of an integrated set of infrastructure services to preserve these residents
and reduce the level of differences between the city and the countryside and
to stop migration from the countryside to the city, which is one of the most
prominent concerns when addressing rural development.

Keywords: spatial variation, demographic characteristics, Rural Wasit
Governorate.
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