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Political developments in the East Timor until 1976.

Dr Yarub Abdulrazzaq Abed Al-Darraji
Wasit General Directorate of Education
Al-Hayy Department of Education

Abstract.

East Timor is one of the countries of Southeast Asia. The country has
been a Portuguese colony since the sixteenth century and remained a
Portuguese colony until 1975. The Portuguese colonized East Timor for over
four hundred vyears following an indifferent and largely inconsistent
approach. When civil war occurred between political parties, independence
was unilaterally declared. The Indonesian occupation then began and was
annexed in 1976. East Timor's long history of colonization and resistance
has shaped and acquired its national identity and its foreign policy in very
complex ways.

The research aims to shed light on the political developments in East
Timor and the Portuguese colonial rule over it, which led to social, political,
and economic changes in the country until the Indonesian occupation and
annexation in 1976.
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The research was divided into several chapters. The first chapter dealt
with the geographical location of East Timor and its strategic importance,
with the increasing geostrategic importance for the Asia-Pacific region. The
second chapter included the emergence of East Timor through the
migrations that settled in it. The third chapter dealt with the Portuguese
presence who paid for it and some nearby islands. The fourth chapter
includes the Portuguese-Dutch conflict on the island, which led to its
division, as the Portuguese controlled the eastern part of Timor Island, while
the Dutch on the western Part of it. The fifth chapter included the Portuguese
administration in East Timor, which became a commercial center for them
because of the abundance of sandalwood and forced labor against the
population, which led to revolutions against them. The sixth chapter
included East Timor during World War Il and the Japanese occupation in
1942, which also became a theater for military operations. The seventh
chapter dealt with the political situation in East Timor after World War 11,
including the Carnation Revolution in Portugal in 1974, Which allowed the
process of decolonization and the establishment of political parties in East
Timor. The eighth chapter included the political alliances to form a
government in East Timor. The ninth chapter included Macau's political
mediation to decolonize East Timor under Portuguese auspices. The tenth
chapter had the political situation in East Timor due to the civil war and the
intervention of external parties. Finally, the eleventh chapter included
Indonesian military intervention, occupation, and annexation as a part of
Indonesian territory.

Keywords: East Timor, Portugal, Indonesia, Fretilin, Dili.
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