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Abstract

Post-World War 1l rivalry remarkably intensified between Western
hemisphere, mainly capitalist Britain the United States of America, on one
hand, and the East hemisphere, primarily Soviet-adopting, communist
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countries, spearheaded by the Soviet Union. This period, additionally, saw an
increasing communist and socialist expansion in many eastern and middle-
eastern countries, and in Iran, a communist-styled party rose to the public. No
sooner the Iran-based Tudeh communist party eyed the western side of the
Arab Gulf between 1946 and 1950 than Britain took measures to counter the
Tudeh expansion in the then-Britain-dominated Gulf. Having maintained
strong interests and influences there, Britain remained a gatekeeper of the oil-
enriched local and newly-emerging principalities and sheikhdomes. In the post-
war period, Britain amassed efforts against the rising communism in the
Middle-eastern countries and nations. This paper is a case study of the Tudeh
activism inside Iran and outside Iran in selected confidential documents
released by the UK Foreign Office.

Keywords: Tudeh; The Arab Gulf; Britain; Communism; Middle-eastern
politics; Post-World War 1l politics; Pre-revolutionary Iran; Communist

parties; Soviet satellites.
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1) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[2](3/106),Fele:1/43, top secret, Document No.1,16" July 1946.

2) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[4](7/106),Fele:1/43,Memorandum, Bahrain, No .C/805, Document
No.2, 23" July 1946.

3) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[5](9/106),Fele:1/43,Secret,N0.D.8156-ME/46, Document
No.3,26" August 1946.

4) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[7](13/106),Fele:1/43,Headquarters Sind Area. Karachi, Secret,
No.4/MIK/1, Document No.4, 31" August- 1946.

5) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[8](15/106),Fele:1/43,Confidential,No.1060S,DocumentNo.5,21™"
November1946.

6) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[11](21/106),Fele:1/43,N0.37, Document No.6, 26" February1948.

7) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[12](23/106),Fele:1/43,Secret,No.C/274, Document No.7, 17"
March1948.

8) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[13-15](25/106),Fele:1/43,Secret,No.C/296, Document No.8,22" —
March- 1948.

9) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[16](31/106),Fele:1/43,Secret,N0.41087-SA, Document No.9, 25
March 1948.

10) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[19](37/106),Fele:1/43, Top Secret, No0.261744C, Document
No.11, 16 —1- 1949.

11) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[26](51/106), Fele:1/43, No.431-29/17A, Document No.15, 19"
February 1949.

12) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[21](41/106), Fele:1/43, Secret, No. C/L-72, Document No.12, 2
February 1949.

13) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[23](45/106),Fele:1/43,Top Secret, No .C/R-10G, Document
No.14, 19" March 1949.

14) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[27](53/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, N0.399/1/49, Document No.16,
14" September 1949.

15) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[28](55/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, No. C/L-339, Document No.17,
22" September 1949.

16) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[29](57/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, No0.2775-9S, Document No.18,
25" September 1949.

17) IOR/PS/12/3528B/,[7](13/52),Fele:1/43,Confidential,No.1,Document
No.19,January 1948.

18) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[30](59/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, No. C/L-346, Document No.19,
26" September 1949.
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19) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[31](61/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, No. 1814-4A, Document No.20,
29" September 1949.

20) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[32](63/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, No. C/R-451, Document No.21, 2
October 1949.

21) IOR/PS/12/1386/,[19](38/85),Fele:49/6494,Secret, N0.21.201/3/49,11 March 1949.

22) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[34](67/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, N0.515/2/500, Document No.22,
9t May 1950.

23) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[35](69/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, No. C/R-264, Document No.23,
15" May 1950.

24) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[36](71/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, No. C/G-22, Document No.24, 30™
May 1950.

25) IOR/R/15/2/912/,[37](73/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, No. C/G-22, Document No.25, 30™
May 1950.

26) I0R/R/15/2/912/,[39](77/106),Fele:1/43, Secret, No.2264/9A, Document No.27,
24™ Jun 1950.
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