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Terrorism and its methods are among the latest tools used to bring down
societies. The causes of terrorism can be traced to various factors that push people
toward cruelty, violence, creating problems, and the emergence of chaos. This, in

turn, leads to resistance fronts from governments and defense fronts from the

people demanding their rights.
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In the novel The Gate of the World by Sabri Silivani, the author explores how the narrative
gradually shifts from recounting the life events of the protagonist, Sevdin, beginning with the
Kurdish revolutions in the 1980s, to the rise of ISIS as the latest iteration of terrorist
organizations following in the footsteps of Al-Qaeda and the Muslim Brotherhood. ISIS is a

hybrid of these extremist organizations, both in religion and behavior.

The novelist employs the technique of polyphony, or multiple narrators, where each narrator
recounts a different period of the Kurdish revolutions, the complex events, and the wars Iraq has
experienced, including the Iran-Iraq war, the events of 2003, and the regime change. Following
these events, the conditions deteriorated across the Arab world, leading to the emergence of the
Arab Spring, which was part of a larger international project by some countries, including the
U.S., the U.K., France, and Germany, aimed at controlling Islamic religious thought, especially
after the events of September 11, and seizing the wealth of resource-rich countries like Libya and
Iraq. Through this strategy, they were able to sow discord between the Sunni and Shia sects,

whose boundaries stretch from Iran to Lebanon, potentially weakening Iran and Hezbollah. By
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doing this, they could divide the Islamic world into two warring fronts while they watched from
afar. Publicly, they claimed to support peace, democracy, and social justice, but behind the
scenes, they fueled the fires of discord and supported certain parties, whether materially or
morally. This was one of the reasons that led to the emergence of Al-Qaeda in a new form under
the name ISIS, following the Sunni doctrine. This terrorist organization wreaked havoc on parts
of Syria and Iraq, committing genocide against the Kurdish Yazidi community, seizing their
lands, killing and burying many alive, and turning women and girls into slaves sold in markets at
prices incomprehensible to the human mind. With the help of those countries, the Peshmerga,
and the Shorashvan, they managed to defeat ISIS. However, the novel narrates how the protagonist was

martyred in Kobani at the hands of ISIS after he had killed a group of terrorists, possibly as many as

eight. The novel thus ends on a tragic and sorrowful note.
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