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New record of the Asiatic garden beetle, Maladera castanea
(Arrow) ( Coleoptera : Scarabaeidae ) in the ornamental
Nurseries in Karbala — Iraq.
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Abstract

This study included field surveys in the ornamental nurseries in Al-Hafudh / Karbala - Irag.
The survey results revealed a presence of the Asiatic garden beetle Maladera castanea
( Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae ) Which was new record in Irag. The identification of this insect was
confirmed by the research's center and Natural History Museum / Baghdad University. It was
found that insect was introduced in Iraq during 2014 with the ornamental plants shipments from
Syria and became important pest which causing great injury to ornamental nurseries in the study
area. It found that the beetle larvae attacke these plant roots (Callistep chinensis , Rosa
damascene , Hedera helix , Yucca sp and Phoenix sp ) while its adults attacked the leaves of
plant ( Conocarpus sp , Biota orientalis and Tagetes sp ) in the study area.
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