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The Parliamentary Majority in the Iraqi Constitution : The
Ambiguity in Drafting and The Problem in Application
(An analytical study)
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Abstract: The principle of the parliamentary majority is a contemporary
democratic mechanism for decision—making. It’s recognized by the
Constitution of the Republic of Irag of 2005, and according to it, the
Iragi Council of Representatives takes its decisions within the
framework of its constitutional competencies. There are several forms
of the majority in the decision—making process within the Iraqi Council
of Representatives; Including the simple majority, the absolute majority,
and the two-thirds majority, but some of the constitutional provisions
related to the application of this majority were not formulated clearly
and precisely, and the number required to form it was not specified.
Rather, there are ambiguities in the formulation of some of them,
especially with regard to the application of the absolute majority, and
this led to the obstruction of decision—making within this Council. These
ambiguities were not addressed in the legislative texts, nor in their
interpretations, decisively by the Federal Supreme Court, as a court
competent to interpret constitutional articles because it expressed
different interpretations in this regard. From a practical standpoint, there
are obstacles to implement the principle of a true parliamentary majority
in Iraq, some of which are legal related to respecting constitutional
borders and restrictions, and some of them are political and related to
the nature of Iragi society and its political system. In this context, we
note that in the formation and work of public authorities, and in
decision—making, the principle of political consensus between the
national and religious components was sometimes preferred over the
parliamentary majority, as this negatively affects the true meaning of
this majority, and this led to the weakness of the work of the legislative

institution and the confidence of citizens in the political processes.
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