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Abstract
The seas are no longer just a means of transportation and
communication between countries and continents, but rather they have
become a pivot for economic policy in the world, as the international
community relied on them almost completely, after the land became
unable to meet the requirements of humanity in terms of food and
natural resources, and we can say that three quarters The Earth, which
man was not able to exploit in the past, has now become a haven for
mankind in its relentless and continuous search to obtain the vast
natural resources and resources that are contained in the seabed and
below the bottom. The legal system applicable to the seas has become
a source of international disputes, especially between developed
countries and third world countries on the one hand, and between
opposite and neighboring coastal states on the other hand, which
prompted the international community to pay attention to establishing
legal provisions that regulate and govern the various uses of the seas,
especially those related to the rules Regulating the exploration and
exploitation of the natural resources lying in the seabed, so states
resorted to concluding many bilateral and collective treaties between

them. a.
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The United Nations Organization also held many international
conferences in order to reach the establishment of binding legal
provisions that regulate the rights of states on the seas. The first United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea resulted in the conclusion of
the Geneva Convention on the Law of the Sea of 1958, but it was
unable to prevent disputes and disputes between states. Coastal
countries, especially those related to the issue of delineating maritime
borders, or in relation to the dispute over sovereignty over the islands,
or in relation to defining the outer boundary of the continental shelf
common to coastal states, which prompted the member states of the
international community to make more efforts and study, and the United
Nations conference was called Law of the Sea, which held many
sessions until the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea was reached, which established a special regime for the seas,
especially with regard to the rights of coastal states on the continental
shelf. Keywords: seas, shelf, system.
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