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Antithetical Dualities in Ibn Sahl of Andalusia’s Poems
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Abstract

This paper aims at unfolding the sort of antithetical dualities used in the
poems written by Ibn Sahl of Andalusia, and how these dualities contributed
to the composition, significance, and meaningfulness of these poems.
Antithetical duality is a literary device utilized to communicate different
images, meanings, and intentions. Arab poets used to add antithetical dualities
in their poems. Drawing on these notions, this paper specifies antithetical
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dualities in Ibn Sahl’s poems, a medieval Moorish poet who lived in the Arab-
controlled Iberia. In these poems, various antithetical dualities can be spotted
including self-other, love-war, life-death, connection-disconnection, and
disclosure-covering. All these devices were intentionally used in Ibn Sahl’s
poems for various senses.

Keywords: Arab poetry; Iberian Moorish literature; Literary devices; Poetic
intentions.
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