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The political coding of football events and its impact on unity
Nationalism: with reference to the Ivory Coast and Croatian
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Abstract
Football events are characterized by the ability to influence in political
events, especially in the field of national unity, due their symbolic and
emotive impact on a wide range of society. The impact of sports in

general and football in particularly on the issue of national unity varies
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depending on the politics practiced by political elites. And employing it
negatively or positively, This could be noticed clearly in the case of
Ivory Coast, which the national football team contributed deeply in the
process of national reconciliation and ending the conflict there in the
first decade of the twenty—first century, This impact of football shown at
the end of the twentieth century as well, When the Football in Croatia
had an impact in fueling the conflict that produced the disintegration of
the ex-state of Yugoslavia and supported a new establishment of
national unity to Croatia. That impact of football was not direct, but
rather helpful to a large extent in preparing the ground for a new
political reality that differs from what existed before the football event
took place. This influence calls for more attention to the impact of this
sport on political affairs and the necessity of investing this positively in
promoting and supporting national unity.Keywords (football and politics,
lvory Coast, Croatia, national unity, West Africa, the Balkans)
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- Tom Ogwang, The Root Causes of the Conflict in Ivory Coast, Africa Portal, No.5,
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Lyndhurst, 2009, P275 .
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- John McShane, Didier Drogba: Portrait of a Hero, John Blake Publishing, London,
2007, P-p1-23, 39-49 .
- Didier Drogba, Commitment: My Autobiography, Hodder & Stoughton, London,
2016, P-P 1-34, 84-247 .
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- Max Miller, When Didier Drogba Stopped A Civil War, Sport Bible, 2021, at:
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civil-war-20210401(24/10/2023) .
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' Hany Besada, From Civil Strife to Peace Building: Examining Private Sector Involvement

in West African Reconstruction, Wilfrid Laurier University Press, Ontatio,2009, P-P 21-22.
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3Nicholas Idris & Erameh Uzezi Ologe, Cote d’Ivoire: Responsibility to Protect, Electoral

Violence and the 2010 Crisis, Conflict Studies Quarterly, Issue 35, Babes-Bolyai University,

Cluj-Napoca, April 2021 P-P 6-10

4 Open Society Justice Initiative, The Trial of Laurent Gbagbo and Charles Blé Goudé at the

ICC, Open Society Foundation, New York , January 2016, P-P 3-10 .
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! John Mathews, A Twisted History of Neckties, The Washington Post, December 8, 1999,
at:

- https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/1999/12/08/a-twisted-history-of-

neckties/d59c6d2d-5d38-42cf-843e-27abcdc524d7/(22/1/2024) .

2 Ivan Dordevié, The role of red star football club in the construction of Serbian national
identity, Traditions Journal, Vol 45, Issue 1, Institute of Slovenian Ethnology, Ljubljana,
2017, P-p 118-119.
3lvan Djordjevic, Twenty years later: The war did (not) begin at Maksimir an
anthropological analysis of the media narratives about a never ended football game, Glasnik
Etnografskog Instituta Journal, Vol 60, Issue 2, Institute of Ethnography, SASA, Belgrade,
January 2012, P-p201-202.
4 Gabriel Kuhn, Soccer vs. the state : tackling foothall and radical politics, PM Press,
Oakland; California, 2011, P.60

Journal of college of Law for Legal and Political Sciences

1%


https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/1999/12/08/a-twisted-history-of-neckties/d59c6d2d-5d38-42cf-843e-27abcdc524d7/(22/1/2024)
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/1999/12/08/a-twisted-history-of-neckties/d59c6d2d-5d38-42cf-843e-27abcdc524d7/(22/1/2024)

gilyy&ally galall 3snsgoill gll d,Lislly: i silagll dsagll 0 dyiiy 0aidll dy& ddalyy Slsall guul sl ju0 511

pSue Clgalse bass faal 4oy < jaleall Ciie dgalsad hlbdll Gyl oo 4y S
Al SN PUEY) el Caaga
oo Ahdial) Al ) ddaydll (ge Os€a Jwe S Gl diSa (ual) @iy
el 5als) pe gl Joaid cdgls I (Bal) (e acay Lt o) 4 il
Plels V39Y ale e s ed (B WDt g oo Wlg S Jlati] (Dlel cadl )
Al LYY e Lilg S 3 Aapeall LY dles daa Wil € e qual) Gyl
Gl peal) Gal) i) s Ll ElSl e Jgaad faal agl duass o oKa
el Sl e dlls elag e Gl Lo delas 5ol Sllaay alilly Lilg S dalis
ded gha Als 3 Lt sy Jaxd cpugall (e %AY,YE daulel laysuaal Lol S
& gheall el dmgan &5 A Ll (B TOsula ddl) adg il cluglly Al
¥ Aty 8 Lalg S Jsia Lgbed 1990 Al b (ALl Lidlue o) il dilaie
Jlaid) dang WS Bgale saleai) Hlasil DU sad Algall gl ddaas e sl
(M) &

2022-1995 52l Ly S 3 3l asil 5l sai (3) ) Lkl

myth in Croatia. Balkan ' Milekic, S. (2016). 1990 football riot becomes national

Transnational ~ Justice.at:https://balkaninsight.com/2016/05/13/1990-football-riot-remains-

) .8/11/2023(croatia-snational-myth-05-12-2016/

' Vesna Pesic, Serbian Nationalism and the Origins of the Yugoslav Crisis, United States

Institute of Peace, Washington, 1996, P.27

" Scott Grosscup, The Trial of Slobodan Milosevic: The Demise of Head of State Immunity

and the Specter of Victor's Justice, Denver Journal of International Law & Policy, Vol 32,

No. 2, University of Denver. Colorado, 2004 P.358.
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