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The weakness of public national awareness and its role in
generating identity violence and its impact on human rights in Iraq
after 2003
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Abstract: One of the most important problems in building an lIraqi
national identity is the unnatural emergence of the state. This emerging
state suffered from a deep structural problem embodied in the fact that
it was a distorted product of the pattern of British hegemony, and a
response to the field of cultural, social, and political perceptions
dominant in Iraqi society .After more than eight decades, this state
collapsed as a result of external intervention at the hands of the United
States of America and its allies, so that the difference between the
establishment of the state and its rebuilding is that this was done at the
hands of the British occupation, and this is now taking place at the
hands of the American occupation and amid the ruling elite’s faltering
and confusion in leadership. The country was taken to safety, which led
to the explosion of traditional loyalties and the emergence of sub-
identities, which negatively affected the project of building an Iraqi

national identity.

Identity diversity is often described as part of the cultural, linguistic and
demographic heritage of modern societies, provided that it does not
deviate from its essential context and remains within the orbit of a
single national identity, because the cohesion of every human society
depends on its members’ understanding of its common values and

rules .But if this diversity responds to the stimuli of fragmentation and
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division, it becomes one of the generators of identity violence, and
plunges the entire country into an identity crisis. This response depends
on the nature of the mass national consciousness that is formed and
crystallized in the presence of several factors, the most important of
which is the type of ruling political authority, whether it is authoritarian
or democratic, as well as the nature of the prevailing political culture,
and the effectiveness of the links and institutions of modern civil

society. Keywords: awareness - rights — masses.
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