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The formation of protest discourse in Iraqg: from the rhetoric of slogans
to symbolism
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Iragi University/ Presidency University
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Abstract:

The October speech was made up of a number of parties that were helped
by the social and political context to be a part of it. These parties were
divided between a producer of the speech and a recipient of it. There was a
third party that was prevented by the protest circumstances from issuing a
speech, so it waited for a period of time. To create his own speech for the
demonstrations, and on this basis, the protest speech may be divided into
four sections:

1- Protesters’ speech.

2- Government speech.
3- Letter of reference.

The process begins with the protesters’ speech, followed by the
government’s speech, organized by the discourse of authority, while the
speech of the political forces was late in producing an explicit speech, so
they turned to a punitive speech that presents general principles. To wait for
another stage and turn to frank discourse, and indeed, after the peak of the
protest subsided, the features of the discourse of the political forces

regarding the demonstrations became clear.

The study discusses the differences between the two generations (2011-
2019) in terms of confronting discourse. The generation (2011) faced
authority with dominant symbolisms represented by the symbolism of the
“cleric,” which differs from what the protests of (2019) faced, represented by
the symbolism of the “warrior.” This necessitates a change in the slogans
and protest and rhetorical style of the protesters according to different
contexts.

Keywords:Protests in Iraq , October protests , Discourse , context.
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