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ABSTRUCT

The research explores the political, trade-related, and
religious connections between the Mamluk rulers and the
Marinids in the Arab Maghreb after the final collapse of the
Almohad Caliphate by the Marinids in 668 AH. Following the
Mongol conquest of Baghdad, the Mamluks gained control
over Egypt, Syria, the Hijaz, and extended their influence into
the Arab Maghreb. This drove them to seek political and
diplomatic alignment with the Marinids, especially post the
fall of the Islamic Caliphate to the Mongols.

A contest emerged between the Mamluks and the Banu Hafs
for the mantle of political legitimacy in the Islamic realm.
Both Al-Zahir Baybars and Al-Mustansir Al-Hafsi vied to
establish their rightful claim to spiritual leadership. The
Hafsids, descending from Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab, were
granted the Caliphate title, particularly after gaining
allegiance from the Emir of Mecca. Consequently, the
Mamluks brought a member of the Abbasid house to Egypt,
verifying his lineage and making him their Caliph. They
supported the Hafsids, notably after Louis IX led a European
Crusade against Tunisia.

Moreover, both the Mamluks and the Islamic Maghreb
interfered in each other's internal affairs, backing opposing
political factions. This underscores the diverse relationship
dynamics between the Mamluks and the Islamic Maghreb—
fluctuating between cooperation and conflict. The Mamluks'
handling of Islamic Maghreb events and the ongoing power
struggles reflected the cultural realities of both regions,
especially the role of their scholars in fortifying cultural
bonds between the Eastern and Western Islamic worlds.
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