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Abstract
Traditional international law jurists have approved the permissibility of

using force to protect the lives and property of a state’s citizens
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residing abroad when the regional state fails to provide adequate
protection against acts of violence. States have used legal concepts
such as self-preservation, self-defense, or self-help to justify protecting
citizens by force. . Regardless of the basis on which the doctrine of
“protecting the state’s citizens abroad” was based, the basic idea
behind its approval in traditional international law is to consider the
state’s citizens residing abroad as an extension of the state itself and
that the basis of the state’s existence is to protect its citizens and take
care of their interests .Countries used military force extensively before
the adoption of the United Nations Charter in order to protect the lives
and property of the country's citizens residing abroad. In the period
from 1813 to 1913, the United States of America used its military
power seven times to protect American citizens abroad, especially
those residing in Central and Latin American countries. After World War
II, this doctrine was used as a legal justification for the military
assistance that states provide to their citizens outside their borders in
some cases. These military interventions raised wide disagreements
between jurists on the one hand and between states on the other hand
about the legality of such type of interventions. This is due to the lack
of The United Nations Charter explicitly and clearly authorizes such
use, and this matter has led to the emergence of differing opinions
regarding it. States and jurists who support the use of such force rely
on some legal grounds, including the right to legitimate defense
according to Article 51 of the Charter, including rescue operations or
forced evacuation that do not violate the prohibition contained therein.
In the text of Article 2/4 of the Charter, or that the pre-Charter
customary rule that allowed this type of interference either remains or

was reborn in a period after the entry into force of the Charter, but
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these grounds have been subjected to severe criticism because they
are considered a pretext for interference in the internal affairs of states.
And a violation of its sovereignty and independence. This matter, in
turn, led some countries that often conduct these military operations to
adopt guidelines called “non-combat evacuations” for their military
forces, for limited military interventions to rescue their nationals in the
event that they are exposed to danger. Keywords: power, protection,
legitimacy.
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